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Court  op  Sessions. — The  {;raiiil  iii(|iiest  for 
the  liody  of  the  city  and  comity  of  New-York, 
liaviiie;  met,  they 

Hesol  -eii,  That  this  grand  Jury  fully  approve 
of  the  patriotic  sentiments  ilelivered  to  them 
at  the  opeiiins  of  the  court,  hy  his  honour 
the  mayor  ;  and  that  a  copy  of  the  same  be 
requested  for  the  piirfiose  of  publication  ;  and 
they  also  eoneiir  in  opinion  with  the  court,  as 
to  the  propriety  of  adjournment  at  the  pre- 
tent  juncture  of  affairs. 

WM.  B.\Y.\T5T>,  Foreman. 

WiVl.  LA  WHENCE-,  Secretary. 

The  following  is  tlie  address  of  bis  lionoiir 
the  mayor. 

Centitmen  of  tht  Grand  J\mt, 

The  situation  of  our  country  renders  it  ne¬ 
cessary  to  devote  our  undivided  attention  to 
its  protection.  Duties  of  paramount  obliga¬ 
tion  w  ill  justify  us  in  adjourning  this  court,  in 
order  that  we  may  with  our  best  means,  and 
to  the  full  extent  of  our  faculties,  exert  our¬ 
selves  for  the  public  defence. 

We  shall  therefore,  gentlemen,  dispense 
with  your  further  attendance  :  but  we  cannot 
permit  this  op|)ortunity  to  pass  by  without 
exhort  ins  you,  and  through  you  the  great  Imdy 
of  our  fellow  citizens,  to  act  with  that  w  is- 
doin  and  energy,  with  that  fortitude  and  pa¬ 
triotism,  which  this  most  important  crisis  de¬ 
mands,  and  which  the  most  sacred  and  impe¬ 
rious  considerations  reqvire;  and  surely  an 
occasion  so  extraordinary  will  warrant  a  devi¬ 
ation  from  the  usual  routine  of  judicial  pro¬ 
ceedings,  without  implicating  us  in  a  violation 
of  official  decorum. 

Notwithstanding  the  dark  cloud  which  hangs 
over  our  country,  there  is  nothing  in  the 
events  which  have  occurred,  or  in  the  prospect 
before  us.  which  ought  to  create  despair,  if 
we  are  faithful  to  ourselves.  The  seat  of  our 
national  government  has  been  taken,  and  the 
enemy  will  no  doubt  follow  up  his  advantages ; 
but  it  is  not  here  as  it  generally  is  in  other 
oountries :  the  fall  of  the  capital  will  not  pro¬ 
duce  the  prostration  of  the.  country.  Its  en¬ 
ergies  remain  unimpaired ;  its  resonrees  in 
,  full  vigour ;  and  all  that  is  requisite  is,  that 
the  spirit  of  the  nation  should  ascend  to  the 
emergency  of  the  pressure,  and  that  its  physi¬ 
cal  strength  should  be  properly  arranged  and 
ikilfuljy  directed. 


Whatever  diversity  of  opinion  may  » xLst 
with  regard  to  the  original  character  of  the 
war,  we  must  all  agree  that  it  ha.s  now  become 
on  our  part  a  war  of  defence.  The  enemy 
has  officially  announced  his  intention  to  de¬ 
stroy  and  lay  wa-^te  such  of  our  Allanlic  towns 
and  cities  as  are  ex|>osed  tAhis  attacks.  The 
exactions  on  Alexandria,  and  the  smoking 
ruins  of  the  national  edifices  at  Washington, 
admonish  os  of  what  we  are  to  e  xpect  if  we 
shall  meanly  suceomb  or  inglorioiisly  retreat. 
In  such  a  cause,  involving  personal  character, 
the  welfare  of  our  families,  the  prospiTity  of 
our  country,  and  the  honour  of  the  nation,  it 
becomes  us  not  to  hesitate  almiit  our  course^ 
Whatever  we  may  think,  or  whatever  we  may 
have  tliought  of  men  and  measures,  whether 
favourable  or  unfavourable,  there  ran  be,  thers 
ought  to  he,  no  diflercnce  of  opinion,  no  colli¬ 
sion  of  action,  when  the  safety  of  our  country 
is  at  stake.  For  her  sake,  for  the  sake  of  all 
that  is  near  and  dear  to  us,  let  us  sacrifice  up¬ 
on  the  altar  of  patriotism  every  feeling,  every 
passion,  every  prejudice,  every  piedilecfion, 
that  may  enfeeble  resistance  and  impair  ex¬ 
ert  ion. 

For  this  purpose,  it  is  necessary,  absolutely 
necessary,  that  there  should  be  at  least  a 
truce  to  the  animosities  of  party;  that  we 
should  join  hand  and  heart  in  the  great  work 
of  patriotic  exertion ;  and  that  we  should 
merge  all  (lersonal,  all  local,  all  party  consi. 
derations,  in  the  great  duties  wc  owe  to  our 
eoiintry.  If  this  is  dune  with  zeal,  and  ia 
good  faith,  we  have  nothing  to  apprehend. 
This  state  alone  can  furnish  200,000  men  ca¬ 
pable  of  bearing  arms.  If  but  a  portion  of 
this  force  is  brought  into  action,  under  judi¬ 
cious  guidance,  we  can  easily  repel  all  hostilo 
attacks  ;  but  if,  instead  of  putting  our  shoul¬ 
ders  to  the  wheel,  wc  call  upon  Hercules  for 
assistance  ;  if  we  rely  upon  the  energies  of 
others,  and  not  our  own  ;  if,  like  the  men  of 
Athens,  we  go  about  inquiring,  what  news? 
instead  of  acting  with  vigour;  and  if,  like  the 
Jews  of  old,  when  the  sacred  city  was  besie¬ 
ged,  wccoinmil  ourselves  to  the  furies  of  ci¬ 
vil  discord,  insteail  of  warring  against  the 
romiiion  enemy  ;  then,  indeeil,  will  we  be 
unworthy  of  the  name  of  Americans,  and  of 
the  rights  of  freemen  ;  then  will  the  hand  of 
divine  vengeance  be  upon  us  ;  and  then  will 
the  sun  of  American  glory,  w  liich  is  now  rapid¬ 
ly  descs'ndiug  to  the  horizon,  set  in  clouds 
and  darkness,  and  be  extinguished  forever. 

I  I-et  us,  then,  exhort  you,  when  you  go  front 
this  place,  to  prepare  yourselves  tor  the  crisis ; 
to  arm  and  to  ilisripline  yourselves  for  the  de- 
i  fence  of  your  country,  and  to  encourage  all 
‘  within  the  fphereof  your  influence,  to  Iblloir 
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yotir  eratnple.  If  ahy  of  you  have  pledged  j 
your  lives,  your  fortunes  and  your  sacred  lio- 
iioiir,  ill  the  support  of  the  present  contest,  let 
me  tell  yon,  it  is  high  lime  you  should  redeem 
your  pledge  ;  and  if  any  of  yon  have  not,  let 
me  also  tell  you,  that  it  is  a  sacred  duty  to 
make  yoni  selves  ready  for  the  sacrifice,  when¬ 
ever  it  shall  become  necessary. 

Resides  preparing  yourselves  for  personal 
services  in  the  field,  there  arc  other  important 
benefits  which  you  may  confer  on  your  country. 
Although  much  liberality  has  been  manifested 
in  iiecuniary  coittributions — yet,  they  have 
been  by  no  ineaiA  proportioned  to  the  emer¬ 
gency;  and  although  unprecedented  exertions 
liave  been  made  in  the  erection  of  works  of 
defence,  yet  much  remains  to  be  done.  Exert 
then,  all  yonr  influence  in  calling  forth  the 
resources  of  our  fellow  citizens  for  the  defein'C 
of  this  city  ;  endeavour  with  ail  your  power 
to  extinguish  the  spirit  of  party  in  the  love  of 
country.  When  we  carry  on  a  war  against  a 
foreign  foe,  in  the  defence  of  our  firesides  and 
our  altars,  let  us  be  at  peace  among  ourselves. 
A  free  nation,  animateil  by  one  mind,  and  ri¬ 
sing  in  the  majesty  of  undivided  strength,  can 
never  become  the  victim  of  subjugation. 

And  it  is  to  be  ardently  hoped,  that  we  shall 
repel  by  our  conduct  on  this  momentous  oc¬ 
casion,  tJie  imputations  which  foreign  malevo¬ 
lence  has  endeavoured  to  fasten  ui)on  us — that 
we  are  a  nation  of  talkers  and  boasters  ;  that 
we  are  groat  in  professions,  and  smalf  in  per¬ 
formance,  and  that  we  are  not  able  to  protect 
our  own  independence. 

As  Dr  ourselves,  gentlemen,  we  shall  not  at¬ 
tempt  to  amuse  you  by  a  parade  of  specious  pro¬ 
fessions,  which  have  become  stale,  unmeaning 
and  disgusting ;  we  are  sensible  of  the  im|)ort- 
ance  of  our  duties ;  and,  with  the  blessing  of 
heaven,  we  shall  endeavour  to  discharge  them. 

REiMJKKS. 

While  Mr.  Mudisoii  and  his  feeble 
cabinet  were  reclininsr,  although  encom- 
|»nased  with  dangers,  in  luxurious  indo¬ 
lence  at  Washington,  their  tramiuillity 
was  one  day  unexi>eclcdly  disturbed  by 
the  mayor  and  common  council  of  New- 
York.  A  committee  from  tliis  body  had 
arrived  to  inform  the  guardians  of  the  na¬ 
tional  safety,  that  New-York  felt  itself 
in  danger,  and  being  unprotected,  now 
called  for  defence  upon  those  who  had 
taken  a  solemn  oath  to  exert  the  energies 
of  the  whole  union  for  the  safety  of  every 
part.  Graciously,  most  graciously,  hisi 
excellency  was  pleased  to  reply,  that  as 
to  men,  he  had  none  to  onler  for  our  de-  ] 
fence;  most  of  those  he  had  raised  had] 
been  killed  in  Canada,  and  the  rest  bad 


been  sent  there  to  meet  the  like  fate ;  that' 
as  to  money,  .lolin  Henry  and  the  Canada 
invasion  had  absorbed  it  all  ;  and  that  if 
the  city  and  state  of  New-York  could 
raise  men,  or  could  get  money  for  the 
purpose  of  their  defence,  it  was  more  than 
he  could ;  that  they  ought  to  know  better 
than  to  |)e3ter  him  witli  intrusions  of  this 
sort;  nevertheless,  if  they  were  so  foolish 
as  to  apprehend  danger,  they  had  his  gra¬ 
cious  permission  to  raise  men  and  squan¬ 
der  money  for  their  |»rotection  ;  but  that 
in  his  estimation,  blood  and  money  would 
be  shamefully  wasted  unless  employed  in 
the  invasion  of  Canada. 

“  He  told  them  in  short,  he  was  horrlMy  poor. 
Kick’d  ’em  out  of  tlie  [talave  and  slaiiiui’d  to  the 
door.” 

Having  rid  himself  of  this  obtrusive  and 
troublesome  committee,  Mr.  President  re¬ 
clined  himself  on  bis  sofa,  laughing  no 
doubt  at  the  stupid  terrors  of  our  simple 
mayor  and  his  turtle  soiq)  eating  aider- 
men.  And  now  how  dilTerent  was  the 
conduct  of  a  mere  city  corporation,  from 
that  of  the  cabinet  of  the  nation!  how 
ditfereiit  were  tlie  scenes  presented  to  the 
public  view,  at  AVashington  and  at  New- 
York.  Here,  noShing  but  eagerness,  ac- 
j  tivity  and  enthusiasm :  tliere  the  torpor  of 
liixiirions  imbecility,  the  half  dead  and 
I  half  alive  langour  of  pale  and  sickly  im- 
[(otence !  Here,  |>ossessed  of  no  revenue, 
no  credit,  but  such  as  might  be  derived 
from  the  city  funds,  anti  the  character  of 
I  the  corporation  fur  fair  dealing  ami  finam 
I  cial  knowledge;  of  no  physical  aid  hut 
such  as  might  voluntarily  yield  itself  to 
the  public  service,  more  than  was  expect¬ 
ed,  all  that  could  be  wished  was  done. 
At  Washington,  on  the  contrary,  they 
w  ho  could  command  all  the  men,  and  all 
the  money  of  all  the  United  States,  were 
stupihed  into  inglorious  inactivity,  never 
once  roused  to  exertion  by  tlie  reflection 
that  an  immense  extent  of  seaboani  was 
utterly  and  entirely  defenceless :  unpro- 
tectetl  either  by  soldiery  or  fortificalinns, 
except  the  little  of  the  latter,  which  had 
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been  principnlly  tlirown  up  before  llie  war. 
And  now,  to  what  conclusion  are  we  to 
come  ?  Simply  this :  that  the  common 
council  of  New-York,  elected  by  their 
fellow  townsmen,  to  manage  merely  the 
affairs  of  the  town,  are  proved  to  have 
formed,  together  with  their  mayor,  a  more 
correct  idea  of  the  public  danger,  and  to 
have  been  more  capable  of  providing  to 
meet  it,  than  our  unhappy  and  guilty 
president,  with  a  cabinet  which  ought 
to  have  been  selected  for  its  extensive 
knowledge  ami  wisdom !  More,  did  1 
say  ?  while  they  foresaw  and  ilid  every 
thing  ill  human  power,  he  foresaw  ami 
did  nothing!  It  was  only  when  the  thun¬ 
der  burst  over  his  head  that  he  was  awa¬ 
kened  from  his  enchantment ;  and  then 
he  was  awakened  not  to  exertion,  not  to 
the  des|ieration  of  the  deadly  combat,  but 
to  infamous  flight.  What  then?  Next  fail, 
our  exclusive  patriots  will  nevertheless 
exert  themselves  to  turn  the  leading  and 
most  active  men  of  this  common  council 
out ;  and  next  winter,  the  mayor  and  re¬ 
corder  to  whom  we  owe  so  much,  because 
they  haveacted  so  dilferently  from  Mr. Pre¬ 
sident,  will  by  Mr.  President's  friend  and 
paymaster  the  governor,  and  his  cronies  in 
the  council  of  ap|K)inlment,  be  set  ailrifi, 
that  men  like  Mr.  Madison  may  occupy 
their  places,  and  he  be  no  more  shamed 
and  disgraced  by  a  comparison  with 
mere  oflicers  of  a  city  cor|ioration.  I  re¬ 
peat  if,  the  man,  whose  election  to  flu- 
presidency  would  have  saved  the  nation 
from  all  the  calamities  and  disgraces  to 
which  it  has  been,  and  during  Mr.  iMadi- 
sun's  administration  must  continue  to  be 
subjected;  the  man  to  whom,  with  his  as¬ 
sociates,  we  owe  so  much  of  our.  present 
strength,  and  1  will  add,  security,  will 
next  winter  fall  a  victim  to  our  furious 
judge,  and  lovely  governor,  simply  and 
merely,  because  he  suffered  his  name  to 
JO  forth  as  a  candidate  for  the  presidency, 
thus  endangering  the  success  of  that  mira¬ 
cle  of  executive  wisdom  and  energy,  that 


pink  of  Virginia  chivalry,  James  Madi¬ 
son  !  Yes!  The  scowling  judge  has 
sworn  it  in  his  wrath,  and  the  king  of 
smiles  will  obey,  if  he  dare.  1  say,  if  he 
dare ;  because  by  that  time  it  will  be  a» 
universally  believed,  as  it  is  now  pal|iably 
apparent,  that  the  union  and  the  state  aro 
governed  by  men  utterly  unfit  to  meet  the 
perils  of  the  time.  Struggle  as  we  may, 
fellow  countrymen,  let  us  hug  our  darling 
but  pernicious  prejudices  ever  so  fondly 
and  obstinately,  we  shall  all  be  obliged  to 
confess,  and  the  sooner  the  better,  that 
.lames  Madison  and  Daniel  D.  Tompkins 
are  not  the  men  for  this  crisis,  for  multi- 
tildes  are  already  convinced,  that  with 
men  like  De  Wilt  Clinton  and  Stephen 
Van  Rensselaer  at  the  head  of  the  union 
and  the  state,  we  should  long  ago  have 
had  either  an  honourable  peace,  or  a  vi¬ 
gorous  and  glorious  war. 

The  knowledge,  the  conviction,  the 
universal  confession  of  this  truth,  is  inti¬ 
mately  and  inseparably  connected  with 
our  fate.  The  abuse  of  men  faithful  to 
their  country,  and  who  will  now,  by  their 
deeds  show  their  superiority  over  our  mi¬ 
serable  sophists,  our  impotent  wordinon- 
gers,  the  abuse  of  these  men  must  cease ; 
the  talkers  and  smilers  must  be  laid  by. 
I'liose  who  have  been  so  expert  Iti  flat¬ 
tering  our  prej-jdices,  have  been  found 
unable  to  [irotect  our  firesides.  Gover¬ 
nor  Tompkins  w-as  never  found  in  scenes 
of  danger;  and  President  Madison  fled 
precipitately  from  that  in  which  he  was 
caught.  We  must  have  other  meu  than 
these.  If  we  have  not,  we  are  ruined, 
f.et  us  talk  as  we  may,  and  let  even  his 
honour  the  mayor  talk  as  he  may,  of  our 
resources  and  our  pofiulation,  without 
“  skilful  guidance,”  we  can  only  hope  to 
waste  them,  as  we  have  done.  There  is 
no  vigour  in  the  administration,  there  is 
no  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  people. 
It  is  impossible,  it  is  utter  absurditi',  ut¬ 
ter  idiocy  to  hope,  that  so  assailed  as  we 
are,  we  can  succeed  with  such  men  as 
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•\v«*  have  now ;  men  inca]>ahle  of  direct¬ 
ing,  1  any,  becauae  (hey  have  never  failed 
(u  squander  and  dissiimte  the  (luhlic  re- 
aourcea. 

In  auhstance,  however,  we  have  lately 
l»een  told  by  divers  good  and  worthy  ci¬ 
tizens,  and  what  has  not  a  little  8ur[»riaed 
me,  even  by  the  mayor  himself,  -that 

“  Whatever  we  may  think,  or  may  have 
thought,  of  men  and  measures,  whether  la- 
vuuiably  or  iintavourably,  there  should  now 
be  no  difiereuce  of  opinion,  no  collision  of  ac¬ 
tion.” 

I  confess,  there  aecma  to  me  some  ob¬ 
scurity  in  this  passage.  Do  I  understand 
his  honour  right  ?  Is  it  meant,  that  we 
shotdd  now,  because  the  war  has,  in  point 
of  fact  become  one  of  defence,  and  si'cing 
that  IVlr.  Madison  is  president,  that  we 
should  now  join  in  applauding  the  wisdom 
of  that  man  and  his  measures  ?  That  inva¬ 
sion  should  like  the  waters  of  Lethe,  bring 
with  it  oblivion  of  all  the  folly  and  all  the 
wickedness,  to  which  this  jtoor  country 
owt^s  ils  calamiiies  and  its  perils.  Why 
so  ?  I  ask,  will  our  nerves  l*e  more  un¬ 
strung,  our  muskets  |)ointed  with  a  less 
accurate  aim  at  those  who  wendd  burn  or 
destroy  our  possessions,  because  we  might 
liapi)en  to  reflect,  that  these  times  would 
not  have  existed,  had  Mr.  Clinlott  been 
our  pi^sident?  Is  it  indeed  (rue,  that  we 
cannot  fight  the  Ilrilish,  unless  we  give 
up  Ojdnions  of  men  and  measures,  delibe¬ 
rately,  religiously  and  correctly  formed, 
opinions  which  the  whole  course  of  events 
has  completely^  justified  and  confirmed  ? 
I  had  thought  that  advereily  was  the 
arhuol  of  wisdom  ;  and  that  he  who  can¬ 
not  improve  in  that  school,  is  beyond  (he 
reach  of  tuition.  And  if  his  honour  real¬ 
ly  means,  that  while  events  are  passing 
immediately  under  our  eyes,  8|>reading 
calamity  and  distress  on  every  side,  we 
are  not  to  learn  from  them,  that  so  long 
as  the  cause  of  them  exists,  so  long  will 
their  effects  l)e  repeated,  I  take  permis¬ 
sion  to  dissent  from  his  plan  of  natural 
education ;  aud  whatever  ability  1  may 


jmssess,  as  a  public  teacher,  sliall  conti¬ 
nue  to  be  steadily  exerted  to  inculcate 
this  great  truth,  that  next  to  the  direct 
judgments  of  heaven,  upon  a  sinful  land, 
weak  and  wicked  rulers  are  the  causes  of 
national  calamity  and  disgrace.  And 
that  those  who  would  relieve  themselves 
from  calamity,  ean  only  do  it,  by  relie¬ 
ving  themselves  from  their  weak,  and 
those  who  would  avoid  repetitions  of  dis¬ 
grace,  can  only  do  it  by  relieving  them¬ 
selves  from  wicked  rulers. 

Certainly,  the  spirit  of  party  is  to  l»e 
deprecated,  now  and  at  all  times.  Con¬ 
tentions  among  ourselves  are  to  be  avoid¬ 
ed.  And  perhaps,  after  all,  Mr.  Mayor 
and  myself  do  not  disagree.  If  he  means 
that  (he  great  mass  of  both  parties,  inclu¬ 
ding  their  lenders,  should  be  united  in  the 
public  defence ;  tliat  no  doubt  should  he 
entertained,  much  less  propagated,  but 
that  the  men  who  have,  while  ranged  un¬ 
der  ilifferent  parties,  encountered  each 
other  wUh  ardour  in  our  election  con¬ 
flicts,  hut  that  these  men,  are  all  tnie  and 
firm  in  maintaining  tlieir  national  inde- 
[leiidence ;  that  whether  federalists  or  de¬ 
mocrats,  they  are  alike  resolute  and  de¬ 
termined  in  (heir  country's  cause;  that 
federalists  should  rejiose  confidently  and 
entirely  upon  the  patriotism  of  democrats, 
and  democrats  u|K)n  that  of  federalists; 
that  even  these  names  as  well  as  distinc¬ 
tions  should  be  aliulished  :  1  am  prepare:! 
to  say  amen,  with  all  my  heart.  1  have 
never  been  such  a  zealot,  such  a  bigot, 
as  to  suppose  a  mau  not  honest,  not  pa¬ 
triotic,  because  he  was  a  democrat ;  and 
I  have  often  expressed  myself  lo  this 
amount.  But  1  have  nevertheless  belie¬ 
ved,  that  this  party  thought  much  more 
favourable  of  certain  mat,  than  those  men 
deserved;  and  from  that  cause  alone, 
much  more  favourably  of  the  measures  of 
those  men,  than  those  measures  deserved. 
While  therefore  these  democrats,  honest 
and  patriotic  I  allow,  hoped  from  their 
men  and  the  measures  of  their  men,  great 
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ptihlic  Kilvantage,  it  has  been  the  business 
of  almust  my  whole  life  to  say  no,  no — it 
is  not  so,  and  to  explain  why  it  could  not 
be  so.  And  now,  when  time,  the  great 
judge,  who  decides  all  questions,  is  pro¬ 
claiming  the  truth,  shall  1  fail  to  call  the 
public  ear  to  his  decisions  ?  Shall  I  he 
afraid,  because  it  may  anger  and  entlame 
the  opposite  party  ?  God  forbid  I  should 
think  so  meanly  of  them.  When  they 
see  THE  TRUTH,  they  will  cherish  it. 
They  are  not  more  fond  of  ruin  than  we 
are,  nor  will  they  endure  folly  and  imbe¬ 
cility  longer  than  Ave  shall,  when  they  see 
it.  Nor  will  they  be  so  ungenerous, 
A\hile  they  see  us  devoted  to  the  coun- 
trys  cause,  as  to  take  our  council  in  evil 
part.  They  will  not  curse  the  tongues 
that  speak  truth,  of  those  men  whose  arms 
they  behold  raised  in  the  common  defence. 
With  these  im[)res8ion8  concerning  the 
men  of  the  democratic  party,  I  wish  that 
in  the  organization  of  our  defence,  it  may 
be  merely  asked,  when  a  trust  or  appoinl- 
nient  is  to  he  conferretl,  is  “  he  honest, 
is  he  capable?^  And  Go<l  knows,  if  no 
questions  but  these  had  always  been  ask¬ 
ed,  we  should  have  been  much  better  od' 
than  we  arc. 

Having  made  these  remarks  in  relation 
to  wliat  may  be  considereil  the  only  ob¬ 
jectionable,  or,  speaking  more  pro|)erIy 
perhaps,  the  only  obscure  part  of  the 
mayor’s  address,  it  is  but  justice  to  say, 
that  its  general  8CO|ie  and  tendency  is 
calculated  to  extort  universal  approba¬ 
tion.  A  stranger  would  hardly  believe, 
that  the  writer  of  tins  address  was,  at  thb 
last  presidential  election,  the  competitor 
of  that  miserable  being,  who  over  the 
ruins  of  the  capitol,  like  the 

“ - moping  on/,  does  to  the  moon  complain," 

of  the  consequences  of  his  rash  war,  and 
the  eflects  of  the  impotence  with  which 
it  has  been  condueteti. 

I  approve  greatly  of  the  magnanimity 
which  caused  Mr.  Clinton,  peculiarly  cir¬ 
cumstanced  as  he  is,  to  retrain  from  hint¬ 


ing  at  the  true  cause  of  nur  misfortunes. 
But  he  deserves  the  greatest  [)rai8c,  while 
exhorting  the  peopl,e  to  rely  upon  God 
and  themselves  for  safety,  fur  ahsiaining 
from  encouraging  the  hope  of  assistance 
from  the  general  government.  It  is  in¬ 
deed  necessary,  we  put  our  own  “  shoul¬ 
ders  to  the  wheel,”  and  no  longer  rely 
ui)on  the  little  Hercules,”  who  has  too 
long  amused  us  by  his  vapouring  at  Wash¬ 
ington.  He  w  ho  flies  by  the  light  of  his 
own  city,  will  aiTord  uo  protection  to 
ours. 

hE«t)LUT10NS, 

Passed  by  the  Convrnlion  of  the  Friends  of 
Peace  of  iVem- Jersey,  assembled  at  Tren¬ 
ton,  on  the  4lh  July,  1814. 

Deeply  affected  by  the  gloom  which 
surrounds  the  destiny  of  these  states,  re- 
«luced  to  a  condition  so  precarious,  by  a 
course  of  miracle  not  to  be  paralleled,  this 
convention  nevertheless,  confiding  in  the 
final  discerniiieiit  and  virtue  of  the  people, 
do  not  despair  of  tlie  republic.  We  will 
not  confound  the  people  and  the  men  hi  of 
fee.  This  convention  is  free  to  declare 
they  believe  the  people,  of  whatever  par¬ 
ty,  mean  the  goml  and  the  prosperity  of 
their  country.  It  is  to  a  virtuous  and  in- 
ilependent  body  of  citizens  these  proceed¬ 
ings  are  addressed.  We  are  persuaded 
Diey  will  not  uphold  an  administration  or 
a  set  of  men  in  oilice,  if  convinced  of  their 
uiilitness  and  misgoverninent.  Errors  and 
rleceptions  have  been  thickly  sown,  and 
protiuced  the  greatest  calamities.  Happy 
if  becoming  w  ise  by  our  experience  and 
misfurtimcs,  we  shall  all  at  length  per¬ 
ceive  the  cause  of  them — the  weak,  vio¬ 
lent  and  fatal  measures  of  the  men  in 
power,  and  Itirn  for  redress  as  is  done  in 
such  extremities,  to  a  new  and  better  ad- 
minislnUion.  Wherefore 

Resolved,  That  at  the  ensuing  election 
for  representatives  in  congress,  it  be  re- 
commendetl  to  the  free  electors  of  New- 
.lersey,  to  sup|)ort  with  their  united  exer¬ 
tions,  the  following  ticket : 

James  Giles,  Saoiuel  W.  Harrison. 
James  Parker,  John  Frelinghuysen,  Jacob 
S.  Thomson,  John  N.  Gumming,  and  al¬ 
so  William  B.  Ewing,  as  representative 
in  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  place  of  Jacob  Huftv.  Esq.  deceased. 
To  tbese^  Um  coiiJitry,Vuiy  conSdently 
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look  for  the  support  of  its  true  honour  and  them,  in  order  to  save  the  country  from  a 
prosperity.  'J'hey  w  ill  restore  juace  if  it  ctmlinuame  in  power  of  weak  anti  wicked 
can  now  be  ohtaineil  without  national  de-  men — men  who  by  breaches  of  the  con- 
gradation,  or  if  war  must  be  continued,  stitution,  arliitrary  power,  useless  taxes 
they  will  not  disgrace  Americans:  and  and  extravagance,  unnecessary  and  im- 
in  respect  to  representatives  for  the  slaie  |M)litic  war,  or  any  other  mischievous  po- 
Ic^islature,  this  convention  tio  earnestly  licy,  threaten  the  ruin  of  the  nation.  If 
recommend  it  to  the  |»euplc  in  each  coun-  those  who  have  got  into  office  aiul  govern 
1y,  to  hold  meetings,  make  nominations,  as  they  will,  shall  contend  that  exposure 
and  use  all  diligence  and  |)rudence  to  jur-  of  them,  and  the  abuses  of  their  trust,  whe- 
tent  the  rc-cleclion  of  the  advocates  of  the  liter  from  folly  or  w  ilful  measures  of  vio- 
war,  and  of  such  a  ruinous  course  of  poli-  leuce  and  wrong,  is  “  opfiositiun  to  the 
cy ;  and  in  their  places  to  return  men  country  and  the  government,”  we  repeat 
kiiow’n  to  be  attached  to  peace  and  to  the  our  protest  against  such  manifest  arn>- 
■\V ashington  policy.  gance  and  insidt  to  the  common  sense  of 

AV  hereas,  the  right  of  the  peojtle  to  ex-  mankind.  Silence  and  passive  obedience  to 
press  their  opinions  upon  the  conduct  rj'  acts  of  folly,  oppression  and  national 
tnen  in  oj^icc,  their  ability  and  motives,  is  ruin,  never  were  and  never  ought  to  be 
hroiight  into  question,  the  persons  now  in  imposed  upon  the  goixl  people  of  these 
office  and  their  adherents  denominating  stales.  On  this  point,  those  are  the  real 
it  “  mural  treason”  and  “  enmity  to  the  enemies  of  their  country  w  ho  support  and 
country”  for  the  people  to  speak  and  vote  countenance  the  opinion,  that  the  men  in 
against  them  and  their  measures;  as  if  in  office  are  infallible,  and  gloss  over  their 
their  ruinous  and  changing  acts,  opinions  inul-comiuct  and  destructive  measures,  liy 
and  policy,  were  to  be  found  American  calling  such  measures  the  “government.” 
liberty  and  independence.  Those  are  the  enemies  of  repuitlican  and 

We  the  convention  of  friends  of  peace  gooil  government,  who  by  threats,  mobs, 
in  New-Jersey,  for  ourselves  and  the  great  massacres  and  abuse,  emleavoiir  to  crush 
numbers  of  freemen  whom  we  reiiresent,  the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press, 
<lo  FROTF.ST  against  such  slavish  and  an-  and  prevent  the  people  from  removing 
ti-republican  principles.  from  pu'.ilic  trust  tliose  who  abuse  it. 

AVe  hold  it  the  first  and  most  precious  How  are  the  dreadful  evils  of  power 
of  all  rights,  that  the  people  enjoy  perfect  abused,  and  of  a  whole  people  falling  into 
freedom  of  opinion,  of  speech,  and  of  sttf-  the  dejiths  of  public  and  private  min,  to 
Jraze.  No  matter  who  (be  men  are,  or  be  averted,  if  to  comjdain  of,  ex[»ose  ami 
trluU  their  measures,  nor  with  what  |»re-  conslitiitionally  resist  such  men  and  mea- 
tences  of  purity,  wisdom  and  patriotism,  sures,  is  “  enmity  to  the  country?” 
they  claim  power,  or  |>ro8ccute  their  If  the  constitution  is  Violated  by  the 
achemes  of  policy  and  government:  every  persons  in  office,  the  better  to  execute 
citizen  and  every  class  of  men  in  society  their  schemes  of  legislation,  and  perpetu- 
jiiay  freely  examine  the  conduct  and  abi-  ate  their  party  and  power,  sliall  tlicse 
lity  of  those  intrusted  with  their  dearest  acts  pass  into  precedent  and  remain  unre¬ 
rights,  and  act  according  to  their  honest  dressed,  because  to  exjiose  the  fact  and 
convictions.  These  rights  are  so  neces-  tlie  delinquent  is  “  opposition  to  goverii- 
•ary  and  undoubted.  Ibis  convention  will  ment  ?” 

not  inijiair  their  inestimable  value  so  •  If  the  presulcnt  makes  or  interprets 
much  as  to  debate  their  existence  or  ex-  laws,  arming  subaltern  agents  with  illegal 
tent.  instruclions,  giving  them  power  over  men’s 

'I’hc  people  who  elect  men  to  office  for  persons,  projierty  and  lives,  without  trial 
Ihe  gootl  of  the  country,  may,  if  their  by  judge  or  jury,  and  the  forms  of  legal 
measures  prove  injurious  to  the  common-  procedure : 

wealth,  or,  if  believed  inca|mble  or  cor-  If  majorities  in  congress,  impelled  by 
nipt,  turn  them  out  of  office  for  the  gootl  motives  of  parly  and  passion,  or  govern- 
of  their  country,  and  choose  again.  ed  by  implicit  reliance  on  executive  mes- 

The  means  to  effect  this,  necessarily  sages,  or  acting  under  honest  but  errone- 
inake  a  part  of  their  rights.  These  means  ous  views  of  the  public  goorl,  proceetl  to 
are  the  liberties  of  opinion,  of  speech,  of  measures  and  persevere  in  systems  stri- 
t  lie  press  and  of  suffrage.  They  must  all  king  at  the  prosfierity,  and  endangering 
he  used,  and  freemen  have  a  right  to  use  the  existence  of  the  union : 
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If  havin;;  power  only  to  “  regulate'’ 
irade,  cungreRS  should  ia  u  tlaie  of  peace 
•by  a  law  destroy  it : 

If  they  should  give  away  millions  out 
of  the  pul>lic  treasury  for  “  foreign”  ter- 
filories,  or  obtain  them  by  “  con<|ue8t,” 
through  the  expense  aad  iiorrors  of  war, 
w  hen  such  accessions  are  disputed,  w  orth- 
less  or  of  an  encumbrance  : 

If  then  they  should  erect  these  territo¬ 
ries  into  mm  slates  o|)i)08ed  to  commerce, 
giving  thereby  a  preponderance  to  a  south- 
era  policy  and  domination,  most  destruc¬ 
tive  to  the  constitutionnl  weight  of  the 
ancient  states,  or  any  of  them,  and  sub¬ 
versive  of  their  essential  interests  and 
prosperity : 

If  when  their  country  is  at  peace,  and 
more  prosperous  tiian  any  other  nation  in 
its  commerce,  yielding  a  revenue  of  six¬ 
teen  millions,  exceeding  in  amount  any 
former  year,  they  in  that  very  year,  (on 
a  loose  suggestion  of  the  executive)  with¬ 
out  suffering  debate,  should  arrest  and  pro¬ 
hibit  all  trade,  and  that  permanently,  lay¬ 
ing  up  Bu«ldenly  fmrlcin  imndred  thousand 
ions  of  shipphig,  with  all  their  immense 
coHiiexions  and  relations  to  industry  and 
wealth,  on  pretence  of  the  [Kissibility  of 
losing  a  small  part. 

If  after  these,  embargoes  and  non-inter¬ 
course  with  the  world  are  continued  five 
years,  and  nigh  all  our  ships,  sailors  and 
trade  tost  by  such  self-tlestruclive  mea¬ 
sures  and  sacrifices  made  to  provoke  Eng¬ 
land,  anti  aid  the  grand  scheme  of  her 
enemy  ;  if  then,  after  tlestroying  the  of»- 
jects  of  war  ourselves,  a  majority  in  con¬ 
gress  shoidd  declare  war  for  injuries  done 
to  ships,  sailors  and  commerce,  by  £»g- 
land: 

If  this  war  is  declared,  without  nof/cc 
to  hundreds  of  our  ships  in  foreign  ports ; 
with  revenue  gone,  oiir  harliours  and  towns 
unguarded,  without  ships  of  war,  men,  mo- 
iie}',  maga/iines  or  preparation : 

If  with  state  dissensions  and  clashing 
interests,  divided  councils,  and  against  the 
wishes,  opinions  and  remonstrances  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  the  |»eople,  a  majority  in  congress 
should  be  found  so  rash  and  lost  to  conse¬ 
quences  as  to  risk,  under  such  circum¬ 
stances,  the  umon  and  great  interests  of 
these  states,  to  the  clmnce  of  w'ar,  when 
to  defer  the  time  and  prepare  the  means 
was  in  its  choice  : 

If  that  war  is  declared  against  the  most 
powerful  nation  in  the  world,  in  a  most  1 


I  unexampled  posture  of  preparation, -osjie- 
cially  on  the  o«'can — our  own  territories 
on  all  sides  accessible  to  the  approach  of 
her  fleets,  giving  our  enemy  at  once  the 
maslcrff  of  the  pretende«l  objects  of  the 
war,  “  free  trade  and  sailors’  rights,”  al¬ 
most  ruined  lung  before  war  was  declared 
by  our  own  acts  of  folly  and  passion  : 

If  before  the  horri<l  evils  of  the  war  had 
set  in,  and  before  its  declaration  was  ever 
known  to  England,  that  government  re¬ 
moved  the  princi|ial  pretended  cause,  and 
afterwairls  proposed  an  armistice,  o.Tering 
immediately  to  negotiate  a  friendly  set¬ 
tlement  of  remaining  complaints ;  if  yet 
the  men  in  power  shouhl  reject  the  armis¬ 
tice  and  negotiation,  preferring  to  risk 
their  country  and  all  its  rights  and  bless¬ 
ings  ujton  the  issue  rf  the  sword: 

if,  instead  of  fcrliftfin^  their  harlKnirs, 
and  preparing  for  defence  on  the  sea¬ 
board,  l)uilding  shijis  of  war  and  assailing 
the  trade  of  the  enemy,  the  men  in  power 
sliould  leave  the  commercial  towns  and 
po|)iilous  districts  on  the  seacost  without 
troops  or  defence,  and  meditate  plans  of 
conquest  a  thousand  miles  from  the  ocean; 
the  comiuest  of  a  cold  and  worthless  coun¬ 
try  beyond  the  frozen  lakes  of  the  north; 
expending  in  two  years,  one  hundred  mil¬ 
lions,  in  vain  and  disgraceful  attempts  to 
conquer  Canada : 

If  the  men  thus  making  this  war  and 
conducting  it,  should  from  the  beginning 
conduct  it  without  intelligence,  vigour  or 
system,  baffled,  defeated- and  disgraced 
by  a  few  weak  an«l  almost  defenceless  co¬ 
lonists,  unprepared  (in  the  confidence  of 
our  friemiship  and  justice)  to  resist  the 
horrors  of  invasion,  and  bayonets  pre¬ 
pared  for  their  bosoms : 

if  military  commands  are  given  by  the 
president  and  his  councils  in  men  who, 
one  after  the  other,  without  exception, 
prove  laughing  stocks  for  the  world,  sa¬ 
crificing  the  lives  of  thousands  of  l>rave 
Americans,  by  rashness,  ignorance  or  cow¬ 
ardice,  and  bringing  disgrace  on  the  Ame¬ 
rican  name : 

If  a  scene  of  profligate  and  benouUcss 
waste  of  the  public  treasure  ensues,  unpa¬ 
ralleled  in  any  country,  and  pervading 
every  department  and  quarter: 

If  we  and  our  i>osterity,  at  the  end  of 
only  two  years,  are  involved  in  one  hun- 
dreil  millions  of  new  debts,  by  a  disgrace¬ 
ful  war : 

If  all  this  has  been  incurred  by  the  men 
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in  office,  brsidee  tbe  biss  of  as  much  more 
to  jirivale  citizens,  by  tlie  destruction  of 
property  nnd  business,  and  yet  nut  a  sin¬ 
gle  objict  attained  by  them  for  the  coun¬ 
try,  unless  the  olViects  of  the  war  were  to 
aid  the  tyrant,  feed  and  enrich  the  ma¬ 
kers  of  it,  and  their  olRcial  partisans,  anti 
to  create  new  projts  to  their  |>o\\er,  by 
multiplying  iuiiuinerable  aud  insatiable 
bands  of  army  agents,  contractors  aud  (k- 
pcniJeiUs  on  tlie  war : 

If  the  Canadas  remain  uncnnqiiered, 
and  even  our  own  territory  and  fortresses 
are  possessed  by  our  enemy  : 

If  our  whole  .seaboard,  and  every  river 
and  inlet  is  blockaded,  aud  our  lotvns  be¬ 
come  the  scenes  of  bloodshed,  firo  aud  ra¬ 
pine  : 

If  our  frontier  settlements  have  iintlcr- 
gone,  and  are  exposetl  to  the  mt>st  dread¬ 
ful  edccts  of  savage  warfare  and  retalia¬ 
tion  for  American  invasion  anti  cruelties: 

If  our  armies,  nolwitbslaiitling  the  im¬ 
mense  levies  authorized  by  acts  of  con¬ 
gress,  and  the  millions  of  money  appro¬ 
priated  for  their  enlistment  and  support, 
are  diminished  and  diminLshiner,  w  liilst  the 
war  and  the  enemy  are  becoming  more 
terrible: 

If  our  ships  of  mar  are  blocked  up  and 
dismantled  : 

If  our  GUN-BOATS,  merchant  ships,  let¬ 
ters  of  marque  ami  privateers,  are  laid  up, 
cajilured  or  destroyed,  with  but  few  ex- 
ccjdions : 

If  our  coasting  vessels,  packets  and 
email  crafts,  with  their  cargoes,  are  by 
liundre<l8  made  prize  of  or  burnt : 

If  the  militia  of  the  several  states,  after 
all  the  treasure,  taxes  and  loans  spent  for 
regtdar  armies,  are  drafted,  inarched  to 
the  frontiers,  made  to  perform  garrison 
duty  and  kept  |)osting  from  place  to  place 
fur  the  safety  of  defenceless  villages,  at 
an  expense  of  time,  loss  of  public  money, 
not  to  be  estimated,  aud  if  tliis  must  be 
continued : 

If  national  bankruptcy  is  at  hand,  pub¬ 
lic  accounts  in  arrear,  to  the  amount  of 
millions,  concealed  and  even  unlooked 
at,  as  the  secretary  at  war  declares ;  the 
armies  unrecruited,  and  military  stores 
and  magazines  unprovided : 

If  all  the  hopes  and  schemes  of  a  short¬ 
sighted  cabinet,  from  the  success  of  a 
wicked  tyrant  over  the  liberties  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  are  terminated  by  his  downfall : 

If  the  abused  and  deceived  people  of 
these  Umted  States,  in  every  quarter, 


fed  nothing  hot  the  pressure  of  taxes,  of 
high  prices,  and  distresses  produced  by 
the  destruction  of  life,  property  aud  busi¬ 
ness  : 

If  these  are  to  them  the  only  JruH  of  a 
war  which  they  were  told  should  redress 
their  wrongs  and  encircle  us  with  con¬ 
quest  and  glory : 

If,  looking  back,  nothing  is  revieweil 
but  empty  pniinises,  vain  boastings,  er¬ 
rors,  slaughter,  defeats  and  wastefulness ; 
and  surveying  the  prospect  before  us,  we 
lind  our  country  without  a  friend  among 
the  powers  of  the  earth,  all  nations  view¬ 
ing  us  as  tlie  confederates  of  the  tyrant 
against  their  liberties : 

If  we  perceive  an  enemy,  triumphant 
over  the  mightiest  dangers,  surrounded 
with  glory  and  power,  (Kiuriiig  her  libera¬ 
ted  ships  and  armies  iqion  our  defenceless 
waters  and  population,  in  an  overwhelm¬ 
ing  torrent  of  war,  to  meet  our  challenge 
and  revenge  injuries  and  aggression  in 
time  of  her  tiistress : 

If  instead  of  pretended  rights  secured,  and 
territories  conquered  by  war,  (with  a.s  yet 
scarce  an  effort  of  tlie  enemy)  our  cabinet 
must  supplicate  and  receive  peace  from  tho 
clemency  of  England,  or  Jight  on  through  a 
liopeless  and  fatai  war,  risking  our  very  exist- 
e/we  as  a  nation  : 

If,  the  men,  who  by  calumnies  and  popular 
dehisiuiis,  wrested  the  adininistratiou  of  piil)- 
lic  affairs  from  the  friends  of  Washington  and 
his  policy  ;  who  promised  more  of  republican 
purity  and  moderation,  more  economy  and 
equality,  more  ability  to  govern,  more  pros¬ 
perity  at  home  and  abroad,  and  less  of  sala¬ 
ries,  offices,  taxes,  armies,  navies  and  furcigu 
entanglements ;  have,  on  the  contrary,  pursu¬ 
ed  the  very  opposite  course : 

If  tlicse  pretended  patriots,  intent  chiefly 
on  office,  emolument,  party  ascendancy  and 
power,  have  failed  to  perform  a  ring/e  promise, 
c.r  reform  a  single  grievance  roinplained  of ; 
but  by  a  baneful,  visionary  and  headlong 
course  of  passion,  folly  and  extravagance, 
have  overturned  the  sure  tcHindations  of  na¬ 
tional  prosperity  laid  by  Vt'asliington  and 
the  federal  republicans  of  America,  squander¬ 
ing  away  the  blood,  treasure  and  securities  of 
the  nation,  without  object  or  attainment  of 
one  public  advantage,  to  compensate  for  such 
a  scries  aud  mass  of  evil : 

»  If  ALL  THESE  ACTS  and  coNSEtiuENCEs  have, 
in  fourteen  years,  flowed  from  the  men  w1k> 
changed  the  policy  qf  H'ashington,  and  have 
pursued,  and  are  now  pursuing,  and  will  per¬ 
severe  in  these  courses  of  public  ruin,  (and  all 
these  grievances  do  manifestly  exist,)  then 
let  it  be  asked,  who  is  tlie  “  enemy  to  his 
country  and  her  rights  ?”  He  who  countenan¬ 
ces  and  supports  such  men  and  measures,  or  be 


I 


THE  EXAMINER. 


273 


Iwbo  would  $ave  it  rroin  entire  destruction,  by 
removing  from  trust  sm-h  unworthy  vioktors 
ef  the  people’s  best  interests  aud  tlio  nation's 
|00tl  ? 

I  This  convention  assert  the  necessity  and 
the  right  of  making  such  a  change ;  they  re- 
I  telvt,  therefore,  tliat  all  attempts  to  stigma- 
*  tiie  the  friends  nf  peace  and  reform,  with  dis- 
aSection  to  their  country,  are  violations  of 
the  rights  of  freemen  :  That  all  means  used 
b/  the  men  in  power  or  advocates  of  such 
d^tructive  measures,  to  intimidate  the  peo¬ 
ple,  by  representing  their  just  complaints, 
uuder  oppression  and  impending  ruin,  as  fac¬ 
tious  and  treasonable,  are  violations  of  pub- 
iir  liberty,  and  if  submitted  to,  public  evils 
will  be  incurable,  and  the  domination  of  weak 
or  unprincipled  men  be  perpetual.  It  being 
eridunt  that  to  oppose  bad  men  or  measures, 
and  to  cliange  tliein,  is  not  opposition,  but 
iupport  of  gon<l  government. 

This  convention,  therefore,  do  recommend 
to  all  their  fellow  citizens  to  assert  their  rights 
of  opinion  and  sulfrage,  and  if  they  believe 
such  men  and  measures  will  ruin  the  country, 
whatever  former  questions  divided  them,  to 
join  in  one  common  efibrt  to  change  the  ad- 
uiioistrations  of  the  general  and  state  goveru- 
nieiits,  as  their  only  chance  of  relief  from  so 
uan^  grievances. 

Whereas,  the  war,  hitherto  so  disgraceful 
and  desolating,  was  declared  against  the  re- 
j  Qonstranees  and  opinions  of  a  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  people  of  tliese  states,  aud  in  all 
j  probability  by  a  majority ;  and  whereas,  in 
CMidiirtiug  it,  the  government  has  excluded 
the  fi'iends  of  federal  policy,  aud  of  peace, 
I  who  have  no  power  or  influence,  and  ought 
not  therefore  to  be  responsible  for  the  calaiui- 
1  tous  events  which  such  a  war  must  produce  : 

I  this  convention,  for  itself  and  its  constituents, 
do  avow  their  most  devoted  love  .ind  attach- 
I  ment  to  their  country,  its  constitutions  and 
prosperity:  they  are  oppressed  with  grief 
I  aud  alarm  at  tlic  dangers  aud  distresses  which 
eacouipass  it :  they  yield  to  no  clamorous 
'  partisan  of  the  men  in  power,  or  senseless 
pretender  to  extraordinary  (>atriotism,  in  real 
j  attachment  to  the  honour  and  just  triumphs 
of  the  American  character ;  and  they  are 
incapable  of  any  sentiment  or  wish  derogatory 
to  the  essential  rights  of  the  nation  :  but 
inasmuch  as  the  acts  of  the  men  in  power 
have  been  so  destnictive  of  both  cliaracter 
j  and  rights — as  the  friends  of  peace  and  the 

I  M'ashington  policy  are  excluded  from  the 
I  cabinet  councils,  and  possess  no  control  over 
the  administration  of  public  affairs ;  as  in  re¬ 
gard  to  this  war,  they  deemed  it  the  most 
I  unnecessary,  impolitic,  wicked  and  destruc¬ 
tive  measure  ever  ventured  upon  by  a  deluded 
and  des|)erate  party  :  as  this  convention  aud 
their  constituents  have  no  hope  in  the  remo¬ 
val  of  public  grievances  while  such  men  re¬ 
tain  power  and  confidence,  and  as  tliey  can- 
•  kot  in  duty  to  God  and  their  conscience  out¬ 
wardly  approve  what  is  most  abhorrent  to 


their  feelings  and  judgment — Therefore  they 
deem  it  fit  to  declare,  that  they  disregard  the 
reproach  of  not  volunteering  their  Kves  and 
fortunes  in  favour  of  this  war  :  they  have  no 
lot  in  the  councils  of  the  war — in  army  com¬ 
missions  and  military  commands;  they  uu- 
duiibtedly  believe  that  under  such  men  as  rule 
in  the  cabinet  and  camp,  no  people,  whatever 
their  rights,  their  numbers  or  means,  can 
prosper  in  either  peace  or  war.  Those  who 
made  and  advocate  the  war  and  the  conductors 
of  it,  have  not  wanted  numbers  or  means  : 
though  the  instigators  of  it  keep  at  a  distance 
from  danger,  yet  they  have  had  tlie  resources 
of  a  great  and  flourishing  country — millions 
on  millions  have  been  at  their  disposal — in 
two  years  they  have  dissipated  the  whole  on 
an  inglorious  and  disastrous  war,  and  now  call 
upon  the  op}N)sers  of  such  policy  and  conduct 
to  join  their  des|)erate  standard — to  rush 
I  headlong  into  their  ranks,  and  be  led  under 
their  generals  and  commanders  to  disgrace 
and  certain  destniction. 

This  convention,  and  the  friends  of  peace, 
will  obey  the  laws,  will  defend  tlieir  country, 
if  invaded,  at  every  point,  and  neither  in 
|)eace  iior  war  yield  any  clear  and  essential 
right.  It  is  a  high  consolation  to  the  friemis 
of  Washington  and  his  {lolicy,  that  whatever 
of  naval  or  military  honour  could  spring  from 
sucli  a  contest,  it  has  been  the  result  of  fede¬ 
ral  valour.  But  under  such  men  as  now  direct 
the  public  councils,  under  such  commanders, 
and  for  objects  of  conquest  and  injustice,  this 
convention  cannot  but  warn  their  fellow  citi¬ 
zens,  that  if  they  are  much  longer  permitted 
to  mi.M'ulc — if  peace  and  rights  are  nut  soon 
secured  by  a  change  of  administration,  it  may 
lie  too  late  for  either  peace  or  war  to  save 
our  country. 

This  convention  do  therefore  resolve,  that  in 
their  opinion  the  way  to  a  treaty  of  honour 
and  speedy  return  of  peace  to  our  abused  and 
endangered  country,  is  not  to  join  in  the  cla¬ 
mours  for  war  and  blood,  but  to  show'  our  real 
desire  for  peace  with  England  by  removing 
from  our  councils  the  agents  and  instruments 
of  war.  This  convention  is  firmly  convinced 
that  F'ngland  would  have  rejoiced  in  peace, 
and  even  yet,  though  aggravated  to  the  last 
degree,  might  embrace  it  on  honourable  terms 
to  our  country,  if  she  could  proceed  with 
confulenre  in  the  sincerity  and  lionour  which 
cliaracterised  the  cabinet  of  Washington. 
Until  that  happy  period  arrives,  this  conveu- 
tion  recommeml  patience  under  suflering,  a 
courageous  spirit  in  defence  nf  our  country 
and  homes,  when  invaded  ;  but  remembering 
that  all  the  precious  blood  and  treasure  which 
this  war  roust  cost,  and  all  its  awful  conse¬ 
quences,  are  chai^eable  on  the  heads  of  those 
who  encouraged  aud  made  it. 

PREPARATION  FOR  DEFENCE. 

On  Saturday  last,  a  town  meeting  was  held 
in  Fuucuil  Hall,  for  the  purpose  of  adopting' 
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such  mcanires  as  miglit  be  judged  necessary 
for  the  det'eiire  of  the  town ;  the  Hon.  Judge 
Dawes,  in  the  chair.  The  great  interest 
‘Which  all  felt  in  the  subject  of  the  meeting, 
-caused  a  very  general  attendance.  A  set  of 
resolutions,  which  had  been  pi'epared  by  a 
roininittce  of  the  pi.-titioners  and  others,  of 
which  the  Hon.  H.  G.  Otis  was  chairman,  was 
ottered.  The  ilon.  Mr.  Dexter,  after  a  speech 
of  considerable  length,  in  which  he  dcMTibcd 
-the  danger  as  immediate  and  pressing,  and 
insisted  on  the  necessity  of  an  instantaneous 
coiiimencemcut  of  defensive  preparation, 
firoposed  a  set  of  resolutions,  wHiich  he  cotisi. 
^ered  as  higher  and  more  efiectual  in  tlieir 
nature,  than  tliose  alrt^ady  siihniitled ;  and 
moved  that  the  consideration  of  the  latter 
should  lie  postponed,  in  or<lcr  tirat  tlmsu  otter¬ 
ed  by  him  should  be  first  discussed.  The 
question  being  then  upon  the  inotiim  tiir  post- 
-poncnicnt,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Gray  addressed  the 
chair,  advocating,  generally,  the  necessity 
for  preparation,  and  Ibr  adopting  the  most 
effectual  means.  Doth  these  honourable  gen¬ 
tlemen  repeatedly  declared,  in  the  rongest 
and  most  poioted  terms,  their  entire  conli- 
tleiice  in  Governor  Strong,  and  thetr  convic¬ 
tion,  that  no  man  could,  better  than  he,  pro¬ 
vide  fur  the  interests  and  safety  of  the  com- 
luonwcalth.  I'he  Hun.  Daniel  Sargent  next 
spoke,  and  in  his  usual  able  manner,  support¬ 
ed  tlie  resolutions  first  ottered.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Otia  lulkiwed,  and  in  a  speech  convincing 
In  argument,  and  eloquent  in  language,  de¬ 
monstrated,  that  the  re.solutions  prepared  by 
the  committee,  not  only  proposed  imu'c  than 
ttsose  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Dexter,  but  provided  a 
much  more  certain  and  less  ohjeclionalile 
mmle.  of  accomplishing  the  object.  They 
would  give  combination,  direction  andregti-j 
larity,  to  ettiu  t,  while  by  those  oflbred  in  | 
tluur  stead,  we  were  to  commence  our  opera¬ 
tions  without  union  and  without  plan.  In  the 
nuccssiiy  of  preparation,  he  concurred,  al¬ 
though  he  did  nut  believe  there  w.as  so  great 
cause  Ibr  alarm  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Dexter  hail 
descrilred.  It  was  necessary,  however,  to 
guard  against  an  impi'cssion,  that  it  was  our 
duty  to  provide,  this  dcfeiiie  liir  the  public 
property  ki  our  iiarliuur.  It  was  the  duty  of 
the  national  gHverumeiit,  and  the  necessity 
developed  upon  us  only  because  they  had 
chosen  to  employ  their  force  in  the  fruitless 
attempt  to  conquer  the  Canadian  provinces. 
Mr.  Utis  concluded  with  an  impressive  de- 
-acription  of  the  mournful  state  into  winch 
our  cOiailry  had  been  brought,  by  the  preva¬ 
lence  of  wrong  and  misguided  councils.  He 
suggested  the  remedy  which  had  been  propo¬ 
sed  in  one  of  the  opposition  pa|)ers  of  the 
day.  It  was,  that  the  president  should  rail 
around  him  the  men  of  whatever  party,  who 
were  best  calculated  by  their  integrity  and 
talents  to  extricate  our  country  from  its  dilli- 
culties.  Hr'iijamin  Austin,  Esq.  then  ad¬ 
dressed  the  ciair,  and  concluded  by  the  mo¬ 


ving  some  resolution.  The  question  for  post¬ 
ponement  being  taken,  was  negatived  aliiioiit 
imaiiiiiioiisly ;  aller  which,  the  rcsolutioM 
first  ulTered,  were  unaniiHinmly  adopted.  Tliej 
are  as  follows  ; 

RESOLUTIONS. 

M'nRREAs,  in  the  progress  of  the  present 
unhappy  war,  it  has  become  manifest  tint 
I  the  destruction  of  the  public  ships  and  naval 
arsenals  in  the  various  ports  of  the  United 
States,  is  a  principal  object  of  the  eneni]', 
and  therefore,  this  town,  notwithstanding  its 
uniform  disapprobation  of  the  measures  which 
have  led  to  this  ealainity,  and  its  endeavoan 
to  avert  it,  may  he  ex|Hised  to  danger  from 
an  enterprise  against  the  ships  of  war  which 
are  now  lying  in  our  port,  without  any  ade¬ 
quate  means  of  protection  and  defence  fu^ 
nished  by  the  national  government  :  and’ 

M'hereas,  we  entertain  a  full  confidence  that 
the  executive  government  of  this  rommon- 
wealth  has  been,  and  still  is  occupied  in  pre¬ 
paring  all  the  means  and  resources,  whieh  are 
at  its  disposal,  for  defending  this  |K>rt  and  | 
town  from  invasion  ;  and  we  moreover  believe, 
that  the  brave  and  disciplined  militia  of  this 
and  the  neighbouring  counties,  which  are  rea- 
<ly  at  the  shortest  notice,  to  repair  to  any 
(mint  of  attack,  will  present  to  an  invading 
ibe,  a  superiority  in  uuinber  to  any  force, 
which  is  yet  known  to  be  upon  onr  coast. 
Yet,  as  in  times  of  great  and  imminent  dan¬ 
ger,  extraordinary  exertion  and  alacrity  be¬ 
come  the  duty  of  the  citizen,  and  it  may  be 
acceptartiile  to  his  excellency  the  governor  to 
receive  the  assurance  that  the  citizens  of 
I  Hoston,  in  the  “times  that  try  men’s  souls,” 
are,  as  they  ever  have  been,  ready  to  aid,  by 
manual  laliour  and  pecuniary  contributions, 
and  by  all  the  ways  and  means  in  their  pow¬ 
er,  in  promoting  and  making  ettectual,  any 
mensiiros  of  defence,  wluch  may  be  devised 
by  the  proper  authority  : 

Therefiire,  Hesolved,  That  the  citizens  of 
this  town  cherish  an  undiminished  confidenre 
ill  the  disposition  of  the  governor  and  coun¬ 
cil.  to  organize  and  hold  in  readiness,  for  the 
deleiK-e  of  this  town  and  its  vicinity,  a  com¬ 
petent  portion  of  the  force,  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  and  are  |HM-siiaded  that  such  measures 
have  been  and  will  be  adopted,  to  prepare 
Ibr  any  great  emergency,  as  will  justify  the 
reliance  placed  by  tlieir  fellow  citizens  upon 
their  vigilance  :uid  solicitude,  for  tlie  safety 
and  honour  of  the  commonwealth. 

Rfisalved,  That  we  will  cheerfully  and  cor¬ 
dially  co-oj»crate  with  his  excellency,  in  any 
measures  that  may  be  devised,  for  the  de- 
feiive  of  the  capital,  in  which  onr  services 
may  be  useful ;  and  that  wc  will,  whenever  in 
Ills  opinion  the  occasion  may  require,  make 
prompt  and  effective  arrangements  for  the 
eniployinent  of  all  classes  of  our  fellow  eiti- 
'zeiis,  ill  the  eoiistriietion  of  fortifications  or. 
other  means  of  defence,  and  for  obtaining 
from  patriotic  individuals,  vulnolary  loans 
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and  contributions  of  money,  to  be  applied  to 
tiiese  ol)jcct$. 

Retolvcd,  That  while  we  deplore  the  evils 
and  calamities  of  a  war,  in  the  production  of 
which  we  have  in  no  wise  been  instrumental, 
we  are  not  dismayed  by  the  aspect  of  the  force 
which  is  employed  against  iis,  nor  do  we  de¬ 
spair  of  our  country,  united  we  stand,  divi¬ 
ded  we  fall,”  and  we  are  strong  in  the  as>ur- 
aaco,  that  the  courage,  resources,  experience 
and  patriotism  of  our  country,  will  yet  sur¬ 
mount  the  evils  and  the  perils  which  surround 
us,  and  transmit  to  posterity,  our  union  and 
liberties,  strengthened  by  a  recollection  of  er¬ 
rors  and  dangers,  and  a  dis|)Ositiou  to  learn 
visduin  from  misfortune. 

Resolved,  That  the  moderator  of  this  meet¬ 
ing,  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions  certified  by  the  town  clerk,  to  his 
•icellciicy  the  governor. — Host.  Gaz. 


Ir  THE  PRESIDENT  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  the  enemy  by  a  sudden  incursion 
have  succeeded  in  invading  the  capital  of  tite 
nation,  defended  at  the  moment  by  troops 
less  numerous  than  their  own,  and  almost  en¬ 
tirely  of  the  militia  ;  during  their  po.sscssioii 
of  which,  though  for  a  single  day  only,  they 
wantouly  destroyed  the  public  edifices,  hav¬ 
ing  no  relation  in  their  structure  to  operations 
of  war,  nor  used  at  the  time  for  military  an¬ 
noyances  ;  some  of  these  edifices  being  also 
Costly  monuments  of  taste  and  of  the  arts,  and 
otliers  depositories  of  the  public  archives, 
not  only  precious  to  the  nation  as  the  memo¬ 
rials  of  its  origin  and  its  early  transactions, 
hut  interesting  to  all  nations,  as  contributions 
to  the  general  stock  of  historical  instruction 
and  political  science : 

And  whereas,  advantage  has  been  taken  of 
the  loss  of  a  fort,  more  immediately  guarding 
the  neighbouring  town  of  Alexandria,  to  plac;e 
the  tow'll  within  the  range  of  a  iiAval  force, 
too  long  and  too  much  in  the  habit  of  abusing 
its  superiority,  wherever  it  can  be  applied, 
to  require  as  the  alternative  of  a  general  con¬ 
flagration,  an  undisturbed  plunder  of  private 
property,  which  has  been  executed  in  a  man¬ 
ner  peculiarly  distressing  to  the  inhabitants, 
who  bad,  inconsiderately,  cast  themselves  on 
the  justice  and  generosity  of  the  victors : 

And  whereas,  it  now  appears  by  a  direct 
communication  from  the  British  naval  com¬ 
mander  on  the  American  station,  to  be  his 
avowed  purpose  to  employ  the  force  under 
his  direction  ”  in  destroying  and  laying  waste 
such  towns  and  districts  upon  the  coast  as 
may  be  found  assailable  adding  to  this  de¬ 
claration,  the  insulting  pretext,  tliat  it  is  in 
retaliation  for  a  wanton  destniction  commit¬ 
ted  by  the  army  of  the  Lnited  States,  in  Up¬ 
per  Canada,  when  it  is  notorious  that  no  de¬ 
struction  has  been  committed,  which,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  multiplied  outrages  previ¬ 


ously  committed  by  the  enemy,  was  not  unau¬ 
thorised,  and  promptly  shown  to  be  so  ;  and 
that  the  United  States  has  been  as  constant 
in  their  endeavours  to  reclaim  the  enemy 
from  such  outrages,  by  the  contrast  of  their 
own  example,  as  they  have  been  ready  to 
terminate,  on  reasonable  conditions,  the  war 
itself : 

And  whereas,  these  proceedings  and  decla¬ 
red  purposes,  which  exhibit  a  deliberate  dis¬ 
regard  of  the  principles  of  humanity,  and  the 
niles  of  civilized  warfare,  and  which  must  give 
to  the  existing  war  a  character  of  extended 
devastation  and  barbarism,  at  the  very  us><- 
ment  of  negotiations  for  peace,  invited  by 
the  enemy  himself,  leave  no  prospect  of  safety 
to  any  thing  within  the  reach  of  his  predatory 
and  incendiary  operations,  but  in  a  mau'y  and 
universal  determination  to  chastise  and  expel 
the  invader  : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  James  Madison,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Ignited  States,  do  issue  this  my 
proclamation,  exhorting  all  tlie  goml  people 
thereof,  to  unite  their  hearts  and  hands  in 
giving  effect  to  the  ample  means  poss  :^s<::l 
for  that  purpose.  I  enjoin  it  on  ail  ofSerrs, 
eivil  and  military,  to  exert  themselves  in  exe¬ 
cuting  the  duties  with  which  they  are  respor- 
tively  charged.  And  more  especially,  1  re¬ 
quire  the  officers  commanding  the  resjiective 
military  districts,  to  be  vigilant  and  alert  m 
providing  for  the  defence  thereof ;  for  the 
more  effectual  accomplishment  of  which,  they 
are  authorised  to  call  to  the  defence  of  expo¬ 
sed  and  threatened  places,  portions  of  the 
militia  most  convenient  thereto,  whether  they 
be  or  be  not  parts  of  the  quota  detacin  d  for 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  under  requi¬ 
sitions  of  the  general  government. 

On  an  occasion  which  appeals  so  forcibly 
to  the  proud  feelings  and  patriotic  devotion 
of  the  American  people,  none  will  forget  what 
they  owe  to  themselves  ;  what  they  owe  to 
their  country  and  the  high  destinies  which 
await  it ;  what  to  the  glory  acquired  by  their 
fathers,  in  establishing  the  independence 
which  is  now  to  be  maintained  by  ilicir  sous 
with  the  augmented  strength  and  resources 
with  which  time  and  heaven  blessed  them. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  affixed  to  these  presents. 
Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  first  day 
of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  I’lmdrcd  and  four¬ 
teen,  and  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  the  thirty-ninth. 

JA.MES  MADISON. 

By  the  President, 

James  3Ionroe,  Secretary  of  State. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cro~ 
ghan,  to  the  secretary  of  nar,  dated 
U.  S.  sloop  if  war  Niagara,  off  I'hun-  } 
der  Buy,  9th  of  August,  1814.  ^ 

Sir— We  loft  Fort  Gdtroit  (head  of  Straits 
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St.Clair)  on  the  ICtli  hltinio,  and  iinaji'iiicd 
that  ive  should  arrive  in  a  tew  days  at  Malclia- 
dash  Bay.  At  the  end  of  a  week,  however, 
tile  coniino<lore,  t'ruiii  the  want  of  pilots  ac¬ 
quainted  with  that  nnrreqiient<.‘d  part  of  the 
lake,  despaired  of  beiii;;  able  to  hud  out  a  pas¬ 
sage  through  the  island  into  tliat  bay ;  and 
iiia<le  Tor  St.  Joseph’s,  where  be  anrhored  on 
tJie  20th  day  of  July.  Alter  setting  Kre  to 
tlie  fort  of  St.  Joseph,  wiiirii  seemed  not  to 
have  been  recently  occupied,  a  detacinnent 
of  infantry  and  artillery,  under  .Major  Holmes, 
was  ordered  up  to  Sault  of  St.  Mary’s,  for  the 
piir|ioseof  breaking  up  the  enemy’s  establisli- 
ment  at  that  place.  Fur  particulars  relative 
to  the  execution  of  this  order,  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  you  (o  .Major  Holmes’  report  herewith 
cnclo.st>d.  Finding  on  my  arrival  at  Micbilli- 
uakkinak,  on  the  2fith  ultimo,  that  the  ene¬ 
my  had  strongly  fortified  the  height  overlook- 
Mtg  the  old  Ibrt  at  .Makkinak,  I  at  once  despair¬ 
ed  of  being  able,  with  my  small  force,  to  car 
ry  the  plar^e  by  storm,  and  determined  (as  the 
only  course  reinaiuing)  on  landing  and  esta¬ 
blishing  myself  on  some  favourable  position, 
whence  I  could  be  enabled  to  annoy  the  cnc- 
niy  by  gradual  and  slow  approaches,  iiiuler 
cover  of  my  artillery,  in  which  I  slionld  have 
the.  siqicriority  in  point  of  metal.  I  was 
urged  to  adopt  this  st*  p  by  another  reason  not 
a  little  cogent;  could  a  position  be  taken  and 
fortified  on  the  island,  1  was  well  aware  that 
it  would  either  induce  the  riM-my  to  attack 
me  in  niy  strong  lailds,  or  force  his  Indians 
an<l  Canadians  (his  niostelficient  and  only  dis¬ 
posable  force)  off  the  island,  as  they  would  be 
very  unwilling  to  remain  in  my  ncighbonrliood 
after  a  pr'rmanent  footing  had  liecn  taken. 
On  inquiry,  I  learned  from  individuais  who 
had  lived  many  years  on  the  island,  tiiat  a  po- 
fition  as  desirable  as  I  might  wish,  could  be 
hnind  on  the  west  end,  and  therefore  imme¬ 
diately  made  arrangements  fur  disembarking. 
A  lauding  was  eflectedon  the  4lli  instant,  un¬ 
der  cover  of  the  guns  of  the  shipping,  and  the 
line  being  quickly  funned,  had  advanced  to 
the  etige  of  the  held  s|K>ken  of  tor  a  camp, 
when  intelligence  wa.s  conveycHl  to  me,  that 
(he  enemy  was  ahead,  and  a  few  seconds  more 
biYNight  US  a  hre  from  his  battery,  of  four 
pieces  fu'iug  shot  and  shells.  After  recoii- 
Boitring  his  |)osition,  which  was  well  selected, 
his  liue  reaching  along  the  edge  of  the  woods, 
at  the  further  extremity  of  the  field,  and  co¬ 
vered  by  a  temporary  breast  work  ;  I  detcrini- 
Ded  on  ebauging  iiiy  p  tsition.  (which  was  now 
two  lines,  the  militia  forming  the  front,)  by 
advancing  Major  Hulincs’  battalion  of  regulars 
on  Uie  right  of  the  militia,  thus  to  outflank 
him,  and  hy  a  vigonms  elf  irt  to  gain  his  rear. 
This  movement  was  immediately  ordered,  hut 
before  it  could  be  executed,  a  Are  wus  opened 
by  some  Indians  posted  in  a  thick  wood  near 
oiir  rigiit,  which  proved  fatal  to  Major  Holmes 
and  severely  wounded  Captain  Desha,  (tlie 
officer  next  in  rank.)  This  unlucky  fire,  by  de- 


j  priving  ns  of  the  services  of  our  rrost  vain*, 
ble  ulHcers,  threw  that  part  of  the  line  into  I 
confusion,  from  which  the  best  exertions  of 
tlie  officers  w.ue  not  able  to  recover  it.  FimJ. 
ing  it  impossible  to  gain  the  enemy’s  left,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  impenetrable  tliiekness  of  tbe  woods, 
a  ciiarge  was  ordered  to  be  made  by  the  regu¬ 
lars  iniimuliately  against  tlie  front.  Tliii 
ciiarge,  altiiuugh  made  in  some  confusion,  ser¬ 
ved  to  drive  tlie  enemy  back  into  the  woods, 
from  whence  an  anuoying  fire  was  kept  up  by 
the  Indians. 

Lieutenant  Morgan  was  ordered  up  with  a 
light  piece  (u  assist  the  left,  now  particularly 
galled ;  the  excellent  practice  of  tliis  piece 
brought  tlie  enemy  to  fire  at  a  longer  dis. 
tance.  Discovering  that  this  disposition,  from 
whence  the  enemy  had  just  been  driven,  (and 
which  had  been  represented  to  me  as  so  high 
and  cuinmaiiding)  was  by  no  means  tenable, 
from  being  interspersed  with  tliirke'ts  and  in¬ 
tersected  in  every  way  by  ravines ;  I  deter¬ 
mined  no  longer  to  ex|K)se  my  force  to  the 
lire  of  an  enemy  deriving  every  advantage 
which  could  be  obtained  from  numbers  and 
a  knowledge  of  the  position,  and  tiierelbre 
ordered  an  immediate  retreat  towards  the 
sliippiiig. 

Tliis  alTair,  which  has  cost  us  many  valuable 
lives,  leaves  us  to  lament  the  fall  of  that  gal¬ 
lant  uliicer  Major  Holmes,  whose  rharaeter  it 
so  well  known  to  the  war  department.  Cap¬ 
tain  Vanhorn,  of  the  I'.ltli  infanlry,  and  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Jackson,  of  the  Ulth  infantry,  both 
brave  intrepid  yoiingiueii.  fell  mortally  wound¬ 
ed  at  the  heail  of  their  respective  commands. 
1'he  conduct  of  all  my  oflieers  on  this  mtcasiun 
merits  my  approbation.  Captain  Desha  of 
the  29th  inlUiijry,  although  severely  wound¬ 
ed,  rontiniicd  with  Ins  command  until  lurced 
to  retire  from  faintness  thriMigli  loss  of  hlooil. 
Captains  haiiiiilers,  Hawkins,  and  Sturges, 
witii  every  subaltern  of  that  battalion,  acted 
in  the  ino.'.t  exemplary  manner.  Ensign  Bry¬ 
an,  second  rifle  regiment,  aiding  adjutant  to 
the  battalion,  actively  forwarded  the  wishes 
ot  the  eommanding  officer.  Licntcii.-ints  Hick- 
niaii,  2Uth  infantry,  and  Hyde  of  the  United 
States  marines,  who  commanded  the  reserve, 
claim  my  put  ticular  thanks  tor  their  activity 
in  keeping  tiiat  command  in  readiness  to  meet 
any  exigeney.  I  have  before  mentioned  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Alorgan’s  activity  ;  his  two  a.s.sistants. 
Lieutenant  i’ickett,  and  .Mr.  Peters,  conduc¬ 
tor  of  artillery,  also  merit  the  name  of  good 
ollicers. 

Tile  militia  were  wanting  in  no  part  of  their 
duty.  Colonel  Cotgreave,  his  offieei’s  and  sol- 
dieis,  deserve  tlie  warmest  approlxit  ion.  My 
acting  assistant  ailjiitant  general.  Captain  N. 
A.  .More,  2flth  infantry,  with  volunteer  Adju¬ 
tant  .M’Comh,  were  prompt  in  delivering  iiiy 
orders.  Captain  Gratiot  of  the  ensineers, 
who  volunteered  his  services  as  ailjiitant  on 
tlie  oecasion,  gave  me  valuable  assistance. 

On  t!ie  moruiug  of  the  5tb  1  sent  a  flag  to 
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tht*  pnomy  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
woiiniled  (t«vo  in  niimher)  who  were  left  on 
the  Held,  and  to  request  |>erinission  to  bring 
away  the  body  of  Major  Ilulines,  which  was 
also  left,  owing  to  the  unpardonable  neglect 
of  the  soldiers  in  whose  care  he  was  placed.  I 
am  hapfty  in  assuring  you,  that  the  body  of 
Major  Holmes  is  secured,  and  will  be  buried  at 
Detroit  with  becoming  honours. 

I  shall  discharge  the  militia  to-morrow, 
and  will  send  them  down,  together  with  two 
regtilar  coinpaivies,  to  Detroit.  With  the  re¬ 
maining  three  comitanies  I  shall  attenqit  to 
destroy  the  enemy’s  establishment  in  the  head 
of  Naw-tan'^msa-ga  River,  and  if  it  be  thought 
proper,  erect  a  post  at  the  mouth  of  that  ri¬ 
ver.  Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honour  to 
remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

G.  CROGIIAN,  It.  col.  2d  riflemen. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Sec’yof  War. 

Cofiy  nf  a  Utter  from  j\Ta}nr  J.  If.  Tinimes,  to 
lAnitenaiU  Colonel  Croghan,  dated 
On  hoard  U.  S.  .trft.  .Scorpion,  27 /A  July. 

Sir — Pursuant  to  your  orders  of  the 
instant,  1  left  the  squadron  with  Lieutenant 
Turner  of  the  navy,  and  arrived  at  the  Sault  of 
St.  Mary’s  at  noon  tlie  day  after  ;  two  hours 
beibre  the  northwest  agent  had  received  no¬ 
tice  of  our  approach  mid  succeeded  in  esca)>ing 
with  a  considerablo  amount  ef  gowls,  after 
setting  fire  to  the  vessel  above  the  falls.  The 
design  of  this  latter  measure  was  fnistrated 
only  by  the  intrepid  exertions  of  .Mr.  Turner, 
with  his  own  men  and  a  few  of  Captain  Saun¬ 
ders’  company.  The  vessel  was  brought 
down  the  falls  on  the  2.7111,  but,  having  bilged, 
Mr.  Turner  destroyed  her.  Much  of  the  goods 
we  have  taken  were  found  in  the  wowls  on  the 
Amcric.'in  side,  and  were  clahned  by  the  agent 
of  John  Johnston,  an  Indian  trader. 

I  secured  this  projierty.  because  it  was  good 
prize  by  the  maritime  law  of  nations,  as  recog¬ 
nized  ill  the  F.nglish  courts,  (witness  the  case 
of  Admiral  Rodney  adjudged  by  Lord  Mans¬ 
field).  Further,  because  Johnston  lias  acted  the 
infamous  part  of  a  traitor,  having  lieen  a  citi¬ 
zen  and  a  magistrate  of  the  .Michigan  territo¬ 
ry  before  the  war  and  at  its  commencement, 
and  now  disehargihg  the  funetions  of  magis¬ 
trate  under  Hie  Britisli  government.  Because 
his  agent  armed  tlie  Imlians  from  his  store¬ 
house  at  our  approach ;  and  lastly,  because 
those  goods,  or  a  consideralile  part,  were  de¬ 
signed  to  be  taken  to  .Michillimakkinak.  Pork, 
salt  and  groceries  compose  the  chief  part. 
Johnston  himself  passed  to  .’Michillimakkinak  j 
since  the  squadmn  arrived  at  St.  Joseph. 

With  liigh  resiiect, 

A.  II.  HOLMES, 
.Major  32(1  lufautry. 

Lt.  Col.  CaoonAX, 

2nd  Rifle,  (iommanding. 

A  I  me  copy  fmm  the  original  report. 

X.  11,  .MOORK,  .\cting  Adjt.  Grn. 


BATTLE  OF  FORT  ERIE. 

Copies  of  Utters from  Brigadier  GcneriUGaineSt 
to  the  Secretary  of  B  ar,  dated 

Head-Quarters,  Fort  Erie,  Upper  ) 
Canada,  Aug.  2S,  1B14.  \ 

Sir — IjOss  of  sleep  and  roostant  exposure  to 
the  weather  in  its  various  changes,  gave  iiio 
some  days  ago  a  violent  cold,  wliieii  has  put 
it  out  of  my  |K>wer  to  do  any  thing  more  thau 
the  state  of  the  service  here  rendered  abso¬ 
lutely  iiidispensible.  Hence  my  apology  lor 
delaying  until  this  day  niy  report  of  the,  bat¬ 
tle  of  the  1.7th  instant. 

General  Drummond  is  qnietly  engaged  in 
collecting  his  reinforcements.  His  camp  ap¬ 
pears  to  lie  fortified.  I  attempted  to  look  at 
it  a  few  days  past,  and  it  cost  me  a  fine  young 
officer.  Lieutenant  Yates,  of  the  4tli  rifle  re¬ 
giment,  killed,  and  liientenant  Kearsley  of 
that  excellent  ror|)s,  with  Lieutenant  Childs 
of  the  9th,  wonndiid,  with  the  loss  of  some  two 
or  three  privates  kilhni,  and  five  or  six  wound¬ 
ed.  The  lo's  of  tlie  enemy  1  was  unable  to 
ascertain.  He  would  not  leave  his  defences, 
and  I  did  not  think  fit  to  leave  mine  at  all 
exjiosed.  Several  deserters  say.  that  the  6(li 
and  R2d  regiments  arrived  last  night.  If  this 
be  tme,  their  strength  is  alioiit  the  same  as  it 
was  before  the  battle  of  the  1  Ah.  Their  Co¬ 
lonel  Scott  is  dead ;  about  twenty  deserters 
from  the  De  Wattcville  regiment,  and  some 
frw  from  otiicr  corps,  concur  in  the  rejiort, 
that  their  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  niissing 
on  the  1,7th,  was  upwards  of  a  tliousaikL 
Your  obedient  servant. 

E.  P  GAI-^ES, 

Brigadier  General  C'.rmmanding. 
General  Ar.sistro.vo,  Secretary  at  IVar. 

IIea;I-Q>iarters,  Left  ICing,  Seennl  Dichnn^ 
Fort  Erie,  Upper  Canada,  August,  1314. 
Sir — I  have  the  honour  to  communicate^ 
for  the  information  of  the  deqtartment  of  war, 
the  particulars  of  the  battle  fought  at  this 
place  on  the  1,7th  instant,  between-  the  left 
wing  of  the  second  division  ol'  the  northem 
army  under  my  command,  and  the  British 
forces  in  the  pcidnsiila  of  Upper  Canada,  com¬ 
manded  by  Biigadier  General  Druiriniond, 
which  terminated  in  a  signal  victory  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  United  American  arms. 

Our  position  on  the  margin  of  the  lake  at 
the  entrance  of  the  Niagara  river,  being  nearly 
a  liorizontal  plain,  twelve  to  fifteen  feet  above 
the  surface  of  the  water,  possessing  few  natu¬ 
ral  advantages,  had  been  strengthened  in 
front  by  temporary  parapet  breastworks,  en¬ 
trenchments  and  abattis,  with  two  batteries 
and  six  field  pieces.  The  small  nutiiiislied 
Fort  Erie,  witli  a  twenty-tour,  eighteen  and 
twelve  ponndei’s,  forms  the  northeast,  and 
the  Douglass  battery’,  with  an  eighteen  rjid 
six  pounder  near  the  edge  of  the  la’ic,  the 
southeast  angle  of  our  right.  The  left  is  de¬ 
fended  by  a  redoubt  battery  wiih  six  ueld 
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pieres  just  thrown  upon  a  small  ridge.  Our 
rear  was  left  open  to  the  lake,  bordered  by  a 
rocky  shore  of  easy  accent.  The  battery  on 
the  left  was  defended  by  Captain  Towson ; 
Fort  Erie  by  Captain  Williams,  with  Major 
Trimble’s  command  of  the  19th  infantry ; 
the  batteries  on  the  front  by  Captains  Biddle 
and  Fanning ;  the  whole  of  the  artillery  com¬ 
manded  by  Major  Hindman.  Parts  of  the 
9tb,  11th,  and  22d  infantry  (of  the  late  rete- 
ran  brigade  of  .Major  General  Scott)  were 
posted  on  the  right,  under  the  command  of 
iaenU-nant  Colonel  Aspinwall.  General  Kip- 
ley’s  brigade,  eonsisting  of  the  21st  and  2Hd, 
defended  the  left.  General  Porter’s  brigade 
of  JVew-York  and  Pennsylvania  volunteers, 
with  our  distinguished  riflemen,  occupied  the 
centre. 

I  have  heretofore  omitted  stating  to  you, 
tliat  during  the  13th  and  14th.  the  enemy  had 
kept  up  a  brisk  cannonade,  which  was  sharp¬ 
ly  returned  from  our  batteries,  without  any 
considerable  loss  on  our  part.  At  6  P.  .M.  one 
of  their  shells  lodged  in  a  small  magazine  in 
Fort  Erie,  which  was  fortunately  almost  emp¬ 
ty.  It  blew  up  with  an  eirplosion  more  aw- 
lal  in  appearance  than  injurious  in  its  effects, 
as  it  did  not  disable  a  man  or  derange  a  gun. 
It  occasioned  hut  a  momentary  cessation  of 
the  thunders  of  the  artillery  on  Iwtli  sides  ; 
it  was  Ibllowcd  by  a  loud  and  joyous  shout  of 
the  British  army,  which  was  instantly  return- 
eil  on  our  part ;  and  Captain  IVilliams  amidst 
the  smoke  of  the  explosion,  renewed  the  con¬ 
test  by  an  animated  roar  of  his  heavy  cannon. 

From  the  sup(>nsed  loss  of  our  ammunition, 
and  the  consequent  depression  such  an  event 
was  likely  to  produce  u|Min  the  minds  of  our 
men,  I  felt  persuaded  that  this  e.vplosion 
would  lead  the  enemy  to  assault,  and  made 
niy  arrangements  accordingly.  The  annexed 
p  i|)er.  No.  I.  is  a  copy  of  Lieutenant  General 
Dnimmond’s  order  and  plan  of  attack. 

The  night  was  dark  and  tlie  early  part  of 
it  raining,  but  the  faithful  centinel  slept  not; 
one  third  of  their  troops  were  up  at  their 
posts.  .\t  half  past  two  o’clock  the  right  co¬ 
lumn  of  the  enemy  approached,  and  though 
enveloped  in  darkness,  black*  as  his  designs 
and  principles,  was  distinctly  heard  on  our 
left,  and  promptly  marked  by  our  mu'ketry 
under  Major  VVo<id,  and  cann.>n  under  Captain 
Towson.  Being  mounted  at  the  moment,  I 
repaired  to  the  point  of  attack,  where  a  sheet 
of  fire  rolling  from  Towson’s  battery,  and  the 
musketry  of  the  lell  wing  of  the  21st  infan¬ 
try  under  Major  IVood,  enabled  me  to  see  the 
enemy’s  column  of  almut  l.'KK)  men.  approach¬ 
ing  on  that  point ;  his  advance  was  not  check¬ 
ed  until  it  had  approached  within  ten  feet  of 
our  infautry.  A  line  of  loose  brush  represent¬ 
ing  an  abfUlis  only  intervened;  a  column  of 


•  I  several  times  heard,  and  many  of  our  offi¬ 
cers  heard,  onicrs  given,  “  give  llte  dumned  i'an~ 
kce  rascals  no  quarlcrJ^ 


the  enemy  attempted  to  pass  round  iiic  ubaU 
tU,  through  the  water  where  it  was  nearly 
breast  deep. 

Apprehending  that  this  i*oint  would  be  car¬ 
ried,  1  ordered  a  detachment  of  riflemen  and 
infantry  to  its  support,  but  having  met  with 
the  gallant  commander  Major  M  ood,  was  assu- 
red  by  him.  that  he  could  defend  his  position 
without  reinforcements.  At  this  moment  the 
enemy  were  repulsed,  but  instantly  renewe<l 
the  charge  and  were  again  repulsed.  My  at¬ 
tention  was  now  called  to  the  right,  where  our 
batteries  and  lines  were  soon  lighted  by  a 
most  brilliant  lire  of  cannon  and  musketry; 
it  announced  the  approach  of  the  centre  and 
left  columns  of  the  enemy,  under  Colonels 
Dnimmond  and  Scott ;  the  latter  was  recei¬ 
ved  by  the  veteran  9th  under  the  ^mmand  of 
Captain  Foster,  and  Captains  Brmighton  and 
Harding’s  companies  of  New-Y'ork  and  Penn¬ 
sylvania  volunteers,  aided  by  a  B  |)ounder  ju¬ 
diciously  posted  by  Major  M’Kec,  chief  en- 
gincer,  who  was  most  active  and  useful  at 
this  point ;  they  were  repulsed.  '1  bat  of  the 
centre  lc<l  by  Colonel  Drummond  was  not  long 
kept  in  chock  ;  it  approached  at  once  every 
a.ssailable  point  of  the  fort,  and  with  scaling 
ladders  ascended  the  parapet,  but  was  repul¬ 
sed  with  dreadful  carnage. 

The  assault  was  twice  repeated,  and  as  of¬ 
ten  checked,  but  the  enemy  having  moved 
round  in  the  ditch  covered  by  darkness,  added 
to  the  heavy  cloud  of  smoke  which  had  rolled 
from  our  cannon  and  musketry,  enveloping 
surroiiinling  objects,  repeated  the  charge,  re- 
ascended  the  ladders ;  their  pikes,  bayonets 
and  spears  fell  upon  our  gallant  artillerists. 
The  gallant  spirits  of  our  favourite  Captain 
IVilliams  and  Lieutenant  M’Donough  and 
\V;Hmoiigh,  with  their  brave  men  were  over¬ 
come.  The  two  former  and  several  of  their 
men  received  deadly  wounds.  Our  bastion 
was  lost.  Lieutenant  M’Donough,  being  se¬ 
verely  wounded,  demanded  quarter.  It  was 
refused  by  Colonel  Druiiimond.  The  lieute¬ 
nant  then  sei7x;d  a  handspike,  and  nobly  de¬ 
fended  himself  until  he  was  shot  down  with  a 
pistol  by  the  monster  who  had  refused  him 
quarter,  who  often  rciteraUMi  the  order,  “  give 
the  damned  yankces  no  quarter.”  This  offi¬ 
cer,  whose  bravery,  if  it  had  been  seasoned 
with  virtue,  would  have  entitled  him  to  the 
admiration  of  every  soldier — this  hardened 
murderer  soon  met  his  fate.  He  was  shot 

through  the  breast  by  of  the - 

regiment,  while  repeating  the  order  “  to  give 
no  quarter.” 

The  battle  now  raged  with  increased  fury 
on  the  right,  but  on  the  left  the  enemy  was 
repulsed  and  put  to  flight.  Thence  and  from 
the  centre  I  ordered  reinforcements.  They 
were  promptly  sent  by  Brigadier  General  Kip- 
ley  and  Brigadier  General  Porter.  Captain 
Fanning,  of  the  corps  of  artillery,  kept  up  a 
spirited  and  destructive  fire  with  hi<  field 
pieces  on  the  enemy  attempting  to  approach 
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fte  fort.  Major  Hindman'^  gallant  rflbrts, 
aided  by  Major  Trimble,  liaving  failed  to  drive 
the  enemy  from  the  bastion  H-ith  the  remain- 
iRjr  artillerists  and  infantry  in  the  fort.  Cap¬ 
tain  Birdsall  of  4th  rifle  regiment,  with  a  de- 
tarbment  of  riflemen,  gallantly  rn<hed  on 
through  the  gateway  to  their  assistance,  ami 
with  some  infantry  charged  the  enemy ; 
hut  was  repulsed,  and  the  captain  severely 
wounded.  A  detachment  from  the  11th,  19th 
and  22nd  infantry,  under  Captain  Foster  of 
the  11th,  were  introduced  over  the  interior 
hastion,  for  the  purpose  of  charging  the  ene¬ 
my.  Major  Hall,  assistant  insjjector  gene¬ 
ral,  very  handsomely  tendered  his  services  to 
lead  the  charge.  The  charge  was  gallantly 
made  by  Captain  Foster  ami  M.-ijor  Hall,  but 
owing  to  the  narrowness  of  the  passage  up  to 
the  iiastion  admitting  only  two'.or  three  men 
abreast,  it  failed.  It  was  often  rejieated, 
awl  as  often  checked.  The  enemy’s  tiirce  in 
the  hastion  was,  however,  much  cut  to  pieces 
aud  diminished  by  our  artillery  and  small 
arms.  At  this  moment  every  operation  was 
arrested  by  the  explosion  of  some  cartridges 
deposited  in  the  end  ot  the  stone  building  ad¬ 
joining  the  contested  ha>tion.  The  explo- 
lion  was  tremendous — it  was  decisive ;  the 
bastion  was  restorml.  At  this  moment  Cap¬ 
tain  Biddle  was  ordered  to  cause  a  field  piece 
to  be  posted  so  as  to  eulilade  the  exterior 
plain  and  salient  glacis.  The  captain,  though 
nitt  recovered  from  a  severe  contusion  in  the 
dioiildcr,  received  from  one  of  the  enemy's 
sliells,  promptly  took  his  position,  ami  served 
his  field  piece  with  vivacity  and  eflect.  Cap¬ 
tain  Faiuiing’s  battery  likewise  played  n|)nii 
them  at  this  time  with  great  eflect.  The  ene¬ 
my  were  in  a  few  moments  entirely  defeated, 
taken  or  put  to  flight,  leaving  on  the  field  2:i\ 
killed,  174  wounded,  and  186  prisoners,  iiielu- . 
ding  14  officers  killed  and  7  wniintlcd  and  pri- ! 
soners.  A  large  portion  are  so  severely  wound-  i 
td,  that  they  cannot  survive;  the  slightly  | 
wounded,  it  is  presumed,  were  carried  oil'. 

To  Brigadier  General  Kipicy  much  credit 
is  dne  tor  lhe,jndicions  disposition  of  the  Icll 
wing  previous  to  the  action,  and  tor  the  steaily 
disciplined  courage  manifested  by  him  and 
his  immediate  command,  and  fur  the  prompt¬ 
ness  with  which  he  complied  with  my  orders 
for  reinforcement  during  the  .'Motion.  Briga¬ 
dier  General  Porter,  commanding  the  New- 
Yorkand  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  manilested 
«  degree  of  vigilance  and  judgment  in  his  jire- 
paratory  arrangements,  as  well  as  military 
skill  and  courage  in  action,  which  proves  him 
to  be  worthy  the  confidence  of  his  country  and 
the  brave  volunteers  who  fought  under  him. 
or  the  volunteers.  Captains  Boughton  and 
Harding,  with  their  detaclimcnts,  (lostcd  on 
the  right  and  attached  to  the  line,  command¬ 
ed  by  Captain  E.  Faster  of  the  veteran  9th 
infantry,  handsomely  contrihiited  to  the  re¬ 
pulse  of  tite  left  column  of  the  enemy  under 
Colonel  Scott. 


The  judicious  preparations  and  steady  con¬ 
duct  of  Lieiiteiiaut  Colonel  Aspinwall,  com¬ 
manding  the  first  lirigade,  merit  approbation. 

To  Major  APKee,  cliief  engineer,  the  great¬ 
est  credit  is  dne  for  the^excellcut  arrange¬ 
ment  and  skilful  execiitiuii  ^ his  plans  fur  toni¬ 
fying  and  defending  the  right,  and  for  bis  cor¬ 
rect  and  seasonable  suggestions  to  regain  the 
bastion.  He  had  accepted  the  command  of  a 
regiment  of  infantry,  (the  2 1st)  for  which  he 
has  often  proved  himself  well  qualified,  but 
never  so  conspicuously  as  on  this  occasion. 

Towsoii's  battery  emitted  a  constant  sheet 
of  fire.  Wood’s  small  arms  lighted  up  the 
space,  and  repulsed  five  terrible  cliargcs  made 
bctwc.'eii  the  tiattcry  and  the  lake.  Brigadier 
General  Ripley  speaks  in  high  teriivs  of  the 
officers  and  men  engaged,  particularly  Cap¬ 
tains  Marston  aiid  Hu|ies;  Lieutenants  Riddle 
(of  the  loth,  doing  duty  with  the  21st)  and 
Hall;  Ensigas  nenii,  Jones,  Cummings,  and 
Thomas,  of  the  21st,  and  Really  and  Giecu  of 
tlic  19th. 

Major  Hindman,  an.'l  the  whole  of  the  artil-^ 
Icry  under  the  command  of  that  excellent  offi¬ 
cer,  displayed  a  degree  of  gallantry  and  good 
coiulnct  not  to  be  surpassed.  The  particular 
situation  of  Captain  Towson,  ainl  the  much 
lamented  Captain  Williams  and  Lieutenant 
M'Dniiougli,  mid  that  of  LieiitcnaiA  Wat- 
ir.otigh,  as  already  described,  with  their  re¬ 
spective  commands,  rendered  them  most  con- 
spicnons.  The  courage  and  giiod  conduct  of 
Lieutenants  Z.intzingor  and  Childs  is  spoken 
of  in  high  terms  by  Major  Hindman  anil  Cap¬ 
tain  Towson,  as  also  tiiat  of  Sergeant  Major 
Denhon.  Captain  Biddle  and  Fanning,  on  the 
centre  ami  right  of  their  entreuchments, 
threw  their  stiot  to  the  right,  left  and  front, 
and  annoyed  the  Indians  and  light  Loops  of 
the  eiwniy  approaching  from  the  woods. 
I.ieutrnant  Fontaine,  in  his  zeal  to  meet  tlie 
enemy,  was  unfortunately  wounded  and  made 
prisoner,  l.ieutenant  Bird  was  active  and 
iiscfnl,  and  in  fact  every  individual  of  the 
corps  did  their  duty. 

The  detachment  of  Scott’s  gallant  brigade, 
comisting  of  parts  of  the  9th.  1 1th  and  22d 
infantry,  did  its  duty  in  a  manner  worthy  tins 
high  reputation  the  hrisade  bad  acrpiireJ  at 
Chippawa  and  at  the  Falls  of  Niagara.  The 
9th,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Edmund 
Foster,  was  actively  engaged  against  the  left 
of  the  enemy,  and  with  the  aid  of  Lientenanf, 
IJonglass’  corps  of  bombardiers,  rommanding 
the  water  battery,  and  that  of  the  volunteers, 
under  Captain  Boughton  and  Harding,  effect¬ 
ed  their  repulse.  The  goori  conduct  of  Lien- 
tenant  Childs,  Cushman  and  Foot,  and  Ensign 
Blake,  deserves  commendation. 

The  oflicers  killed  arc.  Captain  W’'illiams 
and  Lieutenant  .M'Donough  of  the  artillery  ; 
wounded.  Lieutenant  Watmough  of  the  artil¬ 
lery  ;  Fnsign  Cisiia,  19th  ;  Lieut.  Biishuell, 
21st;  Lieuts.  Brown  and  Belknap,  23d;  and 
Cupt.  Birdsall,  4lJi  rifle  I'Cgimeut,  all  severely. 
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Lieutenant  Fontaine,  of  tlie  artilierr,  who 
was  taken  prisoner,  writes  from  the  British 
camp,  that  he  fortunately  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  Indians,  who,  after  taking  his  money, 
treated  him  kindly.  It  would  seem,  then, 
that  tliese  savages  had  not  joined  in  the  reso¬ 
lution  to  give  no  quarter. 

To  Major  Jones,  assistant  adjutant  general, 
and  Major  Hall,  assistant  inspector  general ; 
Captain  Harris  of  dragoons,  volunteer  aid-de- 
camp,  and  Lieutenant  Belton,  aid-de-camp, 
much  credit  is  due  tor  their  strict  attention 
to  every  duty  previous  to  the  action,  and  the 
steady  courage,  zeal  and  activity  which  they 
manifested  during  the  action. 

The  surgeons.  Doctors  Fuller,  23d,  Tron- 
bridge,  21st,  with  their  mates ;  Doctors  Gale 
of  the  23d,  and  Everitt  and  Allen,  of  the  21st, 
deserve  the  warmest  approbation  for  their 
indefatigable  exertions  and  humane  attention 
to  the  wounded  of  our  army,  as  well  as  to  the 
prisoners  who  fell  into  their  hands. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  very  obe¬ 
dient  servant.  E.  P.  GAINES, 

Brigadier  General  Commanding. 

llononrablc  John  Ar.mstrono, 

Secretary  of  War,  IVashington. 

DUTCH  CONSTITUTION. 

CONCLCDED. 

lOT.  The  high  court  watches  over  the  courts 
to  regulate  their  observance  of  the  laws  concern¬ 
ing  the  administration  of  justice,  the  mode  of  pro¬ 
cedure  of  all  courts.  Judges  and  justices,  and  may 
annul  and  defeat  their  acts,  provisions  and  de¬ 
crees,  witliout  ever  engaging,  however,  in  an  ex¬ 
amination  into  the  merits  of  tlie  case. 

108.  All  civil  causes  decided  in  the  first  in¬ 
stance  by  the  provincial  courts  may,  in  confonn- 
ity  to  the  requisitions  which  shall  be  prescribrd 
by  a  law  on  this  subject,  be  carried  by  appeal  be¬ 
fore  the  high  court. 

108.  There  shall  be  a  court  of  justice  in  every- 
province,  unless  the  law  shall  cstnhiish  one  of 
these  courts  for  more  than  one  province.  I’his 
court  takes  cognizance  of  every  vacancy  in  the 
provincial  states,  which  for  filling  it  presents  a 
list  of  three  candidates  to  the  sovereign  prince, 
who  makes  a  choice  from  this  list.  'I'he  sove¬ 
reign  prince  has  the  immediate  nomination  of  the 
attorney  general  of  these  courts. 

110.  The  administration  of  criminal  justice  in 
the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries  is, 
to  the  exclusion  of  all  otlier  courts  heretofore 
existing,  cunliile«l  to  the  provincial  cmirts,  or  to 
such  other  tribunals  erected  for  this  purpose,  as 
there  shall  be  need, 

111.  The  administration  of  civil  justice  is  re¬ 
ferred  to  such  tribunals  as  shall  be  found  in  course 
of  time  necessary  for  this  purpose. 

112.  Tlie  rest  of  the  arrangements  of  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  courts,  as  well  as  that  of  other  ci¬ 
vil  and  criminal  tribunals,  known  under  the  name 
of  hieh  jutlire^f,  sheriffs'  eolleges,  or  other*,  and 
the  antbority  of  attorneys  general,  grand  officers, 
and  bailiffs,  shall  be  settled  by  law. 


II. 5.  Tlie  inemliers  and  mini-ter<  of  tlie  high 
court  and  the  proviivsial  courts,  as  well  as  the  at¬ 
torneys  general  in  the  same,  shall  be  irremovable, 
rhe  duration  of  the  service  of  all  other  judges  is 
determined  by  law. 

No  judge  can,  during  the  continuance  of  his 
term  of  oIBce,  be  dismissed,  but  at  his  own  le. 
quest,  or  by  a  judiciary  sentence. 

III.  The  law  determines  the  mode  of  procs- 
dure  to  be  observed'  indiscriminately  in  case  of 
upiiosition  to  ail  taxes. 

115.  There  shall  lie  a  high  military  tribunal, 
to  w'liich  all  military  men  in  the  land  or  sea  scn 
vice  shaL  be  amenable,  for  all  offences  coinmittel 
by  them,  in  conformity  to  final  arrangements  to 
be  made  by  law. 

116.  In  civil  actions,  the  military,  in  the  lanl 
and  naval  service,  remain  subject  to  the  civil 
judge. 

CHAPTER  V. 

or  FINANCR. 

1 17.  Tlie  sovereign  prince  and  the  states  fs. 
neral  have  solely  and  exclusively  the  right  of  le¬ 
vying  and  regulating  taxes. 

Duties  exi-tiiig  at  the  epoch  of  the  acceptance 
of  the  present  fuiidamentul  law,  cniitiiiue  on  the 
same  footing,  until  they  shall  have  been  othe^ 
wise  disposed  e>f  by  law. 

118.  The  public  debt  is  every  year  taken  into 
consideration,  to  favour  tlie  interests  of  the  state 
creditors. 

119.  The  oversight  and  care  of  what  concerns 

the  coin  and  what  depends  iifton  it,  as  well  as  the 
decision  of  what  regards  alloy-,  assay,  and  all 
that  relates  to  it,  are  referred  to  a  college,  under 
the  title  of  college  of  counsellors,  and  masters 
general  of  the  coin,  which  shall  be  furnished  with 
instructions  to  be  settled  by  law.  In  case  of  vh-'  ‘ 
cancy,  the  states  general  present  to  the  sovereiga  [ 
prince  a  list  of  three  candidates,  from  whom  be  r 
mokes  a  choice.  I 

120.  Tliere  shall  be  a  general  chamber  of  ac-  | 

counts,  intnisted  w-ith  the  examination  and  an-  | 
iiiml  liquidation  of  the  different  ministerial  de-  | 
partraents,  as  well  as  rightly-  rn<|uiring  a  reckon-  ! 
ing  and  settlement  w-ith  individuals  accountable  to  [ 
tlie  state,  all  in  C'jnfonnity  to  such  instrnctbias,  f 
os  shall  be  ordered  by  law-.  Tlie  members  of  this  : 
chamber  of  accnniits  stmll  be  taken  as  much  as  L 
IKissibie  from  all  the  provinces.  When  ibera  T 
shall  be  a  vacant  place,  tlie  states  general  pre-  | 
sent  to  the  sovereign  prince  a  list  of  three  caiidi-  L 
dates,  from  which  he  makes  a  choice.  f 

CHAPl'ER  VI.  I 

OF  UEFEXCK. 

121.  To  bear  arms  for  the  independence  of  lb* 
state,  and  the  defence  of  its  territory,  remains  ih  \ 
confonnity  to  the  ancient  usage  of  the  country,  I 
and  the  principles  adopted  at  the  union  of  I 
Utrecht,  one  of  the  first  duties  of  all  the  inba-  f 
bitanLs  of  tliese  provinces. 

122.  Consequently  it  is  one  of  the  first  caret 

of  the  sovereign  prince,  at  all  times,  to  maiiilaia 
a  sufficient  force  by  land  and  sea,  kept  up  by 
means  of  an  enrolment  of  volunteers,  natives  or 
foreigners,  destined  to  serve  either  in  or  out  of 
Europe,  acconling  to  circumstances.  | 

125.  Beshlcs  the  standing  army-  by  land  aai  I 
tea,  there  thall  be  a  nation^  militia,  ef  wbaai  ' 


MISSING 


